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1

Introduction

The promulgation of the Merchant Shipping (National Small Vessel Safety) Regulations, 2007, brought into
effect a new regime for small vessels on inland waters and form part of the greater regulatory regime which
covers maritime matters, specifically in this case, the Merchant Shipping Act, 1951.
[Small vessels being commercial vessels under 25 gross tons and pleasure vessels under 100 gross tons.
Note that a pleasure vessel means a vessel that is used solely for sport and recreation. A Commercial vessel
means a vessel that is not a pleasure vessel.]
The current set of small vessel regulations covers both pleasure and commercial vessels in a single
instrument, although some distinctions are made between the two throughout the text so care should be
taken to read isolated text carefully and in context.
Except where otherwise stated, any references to regulations or regulation numbers in this notice refer to the
Merchant Shipping (National Small Vessel Safety) Regulations, 2007.
The purpose of this notice is to document SAMSA's current policy and interpretation regarding small
vessels and is intended as both policy and direction to SAMSA officers who are directed to disseminate no
other policy in their official capacity.
This document also serves as both guidance and where appropriate, instruction, to Regulating Authorities,
Enforcement Officers, Authorised Agencies (and their affiliates) and their appointed safety officers who
need to take cognisance of the content in order that they do not stray from the principles contained in the
regulations as interpreted by SAMSA in this policy document, thereby compromising the authority
designated to them in terms of the National Small Vessel Safety Regulations.
South African Maritime Safety Legislation
The primary legislation that governs safety of shipping in South Africa is the Merchant Shipping Act, 57
of 1951 (MSA). The act regulates matters affecting the administration of merchant shipping; certificates of
competency; treatment of seaman; safety of ships and life at sea; accident investigation; offences and
penalties, amongst many other topics.
The MSA has application to all vessels registered, licensed or required to be licensed in South Africa,
wherever such vessels may be. The minister of transport has declared the content of the MSA to be
applicable to dams and inland waters. The state is bound to comply with the MSA, this means that all state
owned vessels must have valid safety certificates and skippers must be properly certificated (Not applicable
to the Defence Force). The MSA is applicable to all vessels, commercial or recreational, operating in South
Africa, with the exception of defence force vessels.
The South African Maritime Safety Authority (SAMSA) was formed in 1998 when the SAMSA act was
promulgated. SAMSA is defined as the Authority and is charged with the administration and control of the
MSA and is empowered to appoint officers, examiners and surveyors to act as such for the purpose of the
act.
The SAMSA Act governs the operations of the Authority whose objectives are:
(a) to ensure safety of life and property at sea;
(b) to prevent and combat pollution of the marine environment by ships; and
(c) to promote the Republic’s maritime interests.

SAMSA has adopted a ‗centre‘ based management structure. Two centres affect the management of small
vessels, namely:
Centre for Boating – Technical Aspects of Boating (Survey of Boats and Examination of Skippers, etc.)
Centre for Seafarers – Issue of Skipper Certificates and related records
SAMSA has grouped the various provinces in South Africa into four regions. Each region is headed up by a
Regional Manager and each port in the region has a Principal Officer. Principal Officers‘ are responsible for
the safe operation of the port and the area surrounding the port, including the inland rivers, dams and
MN13 of 2011 [Training Version]
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waterways.
Merchant Shipping Act, 57 of 1951
Application of Act
3.
(3) This Act shall bind the State:
(4) Unless otherwise indicated, those provisions of this Act which apply to vessels which are registered or licensed in the Republic or which in
terms of this Act are required to be so licensed shall so apply wherever such vessels may be.
(5) Unless otherwise indicated, those provisions of this Act which apply to vessels other than those referred to in subsection (4) shall so apply
only while such vessels are within the Republic or the territorial waters thereof.
(6) The provisions of this Act shall not apply to ships belonging to the defence forces of the Republic or of any other country.
(7) Except as provided otherwise by regulation, the provisions of this Act shall apply to any vessel or ship contemplated in section 68(3)(b) as if
such vessel or ship were licensed in terms of this Act.
(9) The Minister may by notice in the Gazette declare that any of the provisions of this Act which are by that notice specified, subject to the
exemptions, modifications and restrictions so specified, shall apply to any dams or other inland waters so specified.

Powers of Authority
4. The Authority may—
(a) appoint such officers as it considers necessary for the administration of this Act;
(b) recognize or appoint as a ship surveyor, engineer surveyor or radio or other surveyor any qualified person whom it deems fit to act as such
for the purposes of this Act;
(c) subject to such conditions as may be determined by it, and with the concurrence of the Minister, exempt any person from any of or all the
provisions of the regulations made under section 356.

Authority responsible for administration of Act
5. (1) The Authority shall be responsible for the administration of this Act, and shall have the control of all matters incidental thereto.
(2) The Authority shall, subject to the provisions of this Act or any other law, have such powers and perform such duties as are assigned to it by
the Minister.
(3) All powers conferred and all duties imposed upon the Authority may be exercised or performed by the Authority, or by a person or
organization under a delegation from or under the control or direction of the Authority.

Definitions
Merchant Shipping Act, 57 of 1951; and
National Small vessel Safety Regulations, 2007, as amended
Word
Authority
Crew
Declared Inland Waters
Inland Waters
Marine Notice
Master
Owner
Passenger
Passenger Ship
Principal Officer
Proper Officer
Safe
Seaman
Ship
Small Vessel
Sport or Recreation

Meaning
South African Maritime Safety Authority (SAMSA)
All the seaman on a ship
All waters in the Republic that are capable of navigation
Waters of any dam, lagoon, lake, river or wetland, but does not include a tidal
lagoon or a tidal river.
A notice described as such and issued by the Authority
Any person having charge or command of a ship.
Any person to whom a ship or a share in a ship belongs, except as provided
otherwise by regulation.
Any person carried on a vessel, except persons employed as crew; rescued
survivors and infants under one year of age.
A ship that carries more than 12 passengers
The officer in charge of the office of the Authority at a port
The officer designated by the Authority to be the proper officer at a place and in
respect of the matter referred to in the act
Free from any threat which may cause bodily injury, illness or death and free
from any hazard as far as practicable.
Any person (except the master) employed or engaged in any capacity as a
member of the crew.
Any kind of vessel used in navigation by water and vessel has the
corresponding meaning
Any vessel of less than 25 gross tons
Means any sporting or recreational activity carried on in , on or under the water,
irrespective of whether that activity is of a competitive nature or whether prizes

MN13 of 2011 [Training Version]

Page 5

Word
Unseaworthy

Gross Tonnage

Authorised Agency
Category
Category A
Category B
Category C
Category D
Category E
Category R
Certificate
Competence

Certifying Authority

Commercial Harbour
Commercial vessel
Fishing harbour

From shore

Governing body

Night
Operate
Overall length
Passenger vessel

Meaning
are involved, provided it is not carried on for commercial purposes
Means a vessel that is not in a fit state as to her condition; the qualification of
her master and crew; or any other respect to encounter the ordinary perils of the
voyage upon which she is engaged or is about to enter; or does not comply with
the load line requirements.
Gross tonnage (GT) is determined by the below formula.
It is a derivative of the volumetric measurement of the enclosed spaces of the
vessel; giving an indication of the vessel‘s size.
GT=K1V
K1 = Factor related to the enclosed volume of the vessel
V = Total volume of all enclosed spaces of the ship in cubic meters
[Tonnage regulations, 1986]
A governing body, club, or organisation designated under reg 30(1)
Means a category of vessel as determined below:
Vessels operating any distance from shore
Vessels operating less than 40 nautical miles from shore
Vessels operating less than 15 nautical miles from shore
Vessels operating less than 5 nautical miles from shore
Vessel operating not more than 1 nautical mile from shore and 15 nautical miles
from an approves launch site
Vessel operating solely on sheltered waters
of A certificate, including any relative endorsement, issued by a certifying
authority pursuant to regulation 16(1) and entitling its lawful holder to act in the
capacity and perform the functions involved on a vessel of the type, category,
tonnage or length, power and means of propulsion concerned.
Means the Authority [SAMSA] and, to the extent that it has been designated
pursuant to regulation 30(1) to perform the functions of a certifying authority,
an authorised agency
A harbour belonging to the National Ports Authority of South Africa
A vessel that is not a pleasure vessel
The same meaning as in section 1 of the Marine Living Resources Act 1998
(Act No. 18 of 1998)
Any area declared by the Minister to be a fishing harbour.
a) Vessels operated at sea, from the low water mark
b) Vessels operated in sheltered waters, from the low water mark and or a
line drawn from the water-line of the adjacent shore.
A national water sport governing body (a) that publishes written rules and criteria in respect of conduct and safety
requirements during skill demonstrations, formal training or controlled
events; and
(b) that –
i.
certifies coaches and coaching programs;
ii.
certifies officials and programs for officials; or
iii. recommends training and safety guidelines for certified coaches
or officials
The period of time between sunset and sunrise. [Not during dawn or dusk; a
portion of the sun must be above the horizon.]
Means that the vessel is not safety ashore or made fast to a jetty, quay or
mooring buoy
The horizontal distance measured between perpendiculars erected at the
extreme ends of the outside of the hull of the vessel
A vessel that carries more than 12 passengers
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Word
Pleasure vessel
Power-driven
Sailing vessel

Meaning
A vessel that is used solely for sport or recreation
Means propelled primarily by mechanical means
A vessel provided with sufficient sail area for navigation under sail alone
whether or not fitted with mechanical means of propulsion
Sheltered Waters
Means:
a) a tidal lagoon or tidal river
b) the waters within the breakwaters of any port in the Republic
c) inland waters
Skipper
The master
A complete list of definitions can be found in each act or regulations.
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1.1 SAMSA’s “Centre for Boating”
The ―Centre for Boating‖ is the entity within SAMSA responsible for carrying out the mandate delegated to
SAMSA by the Merchant Shipping Act, 1951, in as far as it applies to ‗small‘ vessels and inland waters and
more specifically the implementation of the Merchant Shipping (National Small Vessel Safety) Regulations
2007.
SAMSA CEO

Head Centre for
Boating/Seafarers

Small Vessel
Work Group

Governing Bodies
Regional Managers

Chief Examiner

Registrar of Seafarers

designated as
Authorised Agencies

Principal Officers

Senior Examiners

Employed Examiners
and Surveyors

Non-Employed
Examiners and
Surveyors

Skipper Certification
Team

Approved Skipper
Training Program

Accredited Skipper
Training Schools

Approved Skipper
Training Program

Affiliated Clubs

SAMSA Appointed
Skipper Examiners

Safety Officers and
SAMSA Appointed
Skipper Examiners

Figure 1: Basic Organogram for Boating

The Centre’s responsibilities include:
 Implementing the Regulations in a clear and transparent manner in accordance with their mandate;
 Promoting safe and responsible boating;
 Providing leadership in matters of interpretation of the Regulations;
 Sharing knowledge with interested and affected parties;
 Resolving problems which prevent implementation of a national safe boating regime ;
 Participating in, as well as providing leadership to, the Department of Transport‘s Liaison
Committee;
 Championing the cause of the many facets of the marine industry as well as the many varied voices
of boating which may not be heard otherwise.
At this moment in time, the Centre for Boating is a ―virtual‖ unit comprising of all officers who are
engaging with the vessels covered by the Small Vessel Safety Regulations. Some officers have several other
responsibilities as well, however; SAMSA will grow a cadre of people who are interested in, and will
specialize in, small vessels and who will provide advice, leadership and policy on a full time basis.
All port offices are involved to a greater or lesser degree depending on the type and number of affected
vessels operating in their particular areas of responsibility.
There is Centre for Boating representation in Pretoria, Port Nolloth, Saldanha Bay, Cape Town, Mossel Bay,
Port Elizabeth, East London, Durban and Richards Bay who are collectively responsible for implementing
the Merchant Shipping (National Small Vessel Safety) Regulations 2007.
The Centre for Boating’s immediate priorities are:
 Survey and licensing of commercial vessels and commercial operations;
 Improving the examination system;
 Auditing Authorised Agencies to ensure continued improvement;
 Participate and provide leadership to the Department of Transport Liaison committee;
 Resolving disputes and problems arising from the implementation of the Regulations;
 Advising and assisting clubs and local authorities;
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Participating in any safety awareness and promotion campaigns;
Developing small vessel competency within SAMSA.

The areas of responsibility delegated to each SAMSA Region are:
Pretoria Office: Inland areas including the following;
All dams contained within the North West, Limpopo, Mpumalanga, and Gauteng
Provinces.
Western Region:
Port Nolloth: Saldanha Bay: Cape Town:
Orange River to Cape Agulhas and adjacent tidal inland areas; and
all dams contained in the Western Cape and Northern Cape Provinces.
Southern Region: Mossel Bay: Port Elizabeth: East London:
Cape Agulhas to Port Edward and adjacent tidal inland areas; and
all dams contained in the Eastern Cape and Orange Free State Provinces.
Eastern Region:
Durban: Richards Bay
Port Edward to Ponta do Ouro and adjacent tidal inland areas; and
all dams contained in Kwa-Zulu Natal, as well as providing support and technical
assistance to the Pretoria office for larger vessels.

Regional Structure for SAMSA Centre for Boating
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2

Application

2.1 General
The Merchant Shipping (National Small Vessel Safety) Regulations, 2007 (as amended), apply to
commercial small vessels < 25 GT and pleasure vessels < 100 GT in all South African tidal and sea areas, as
well as all vessels regardless of their size on inland waters.
On tidal waters and sea areas the regime has already applied since 2002. On inland waters, the regulations
regarding the certification of skippers and the marking and certification of certain vessels have applied since
August 2008, and the design and construction requirements for small vessels have applied since August
2009.
Inland waters means all waters accessible to the public and includes the waters contained within ports,
fishing harbours, lagoons, rivers, dams, wetlands and lakes.
Note that rescue vessels approved either in terms of SOLAS, or South African safety legislation and which
form part of a vessel‘s equipment, follow a separate and strict regime which is detailed in the Life Saving
Regulations.
The terms ―length overall‖ and ―length‖ is used throughout the regulations and means the horizontal
distance measured between perpendiculars erected at the extreme ends of the outside of the hull of the
vessel. It therefore includes solid bulwarks but excludes extensions such as dive platforms, engine outmounts, bowsprits, rails, rollers etc.

2.1.1 Commercial vessels
All sea-going commercial vessels operating should already be under the SAMSA survey and certification
regime; therefore as far as the Merchant Shipping Act, 1951, is concerned, they are able to operate on inland
waters without any additional safety considerations. Other commercial vessels (commercial being read as
being anything other than solely for pleasure) operating solely in these inland waters now have to be
licensed in terms of section 68 of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1951, and therefore must be surveyed by a
SAMSA-appointed surveyor and be issued with a Local General Safety Certificate.
The types of operations affected include, inter alia, charter operations, vessel hire businesses, NSRI vessels,
floating restaurants, ferries, vessels operated by authorities, police vessels and the like.
The extent to which these vessels must comply with the standards in terms of the various regulations
applicable to the construction and equipment of vessels is the responsibility of SAMSA‘s officers under the
direction of SAMSA's Head : Centre for Boating.
Skippers of any commercial vessel regardless of category type or size require a suitable Small Vessel
Certificate of Competence in accordance with the regulations.

2.1.2 Pleasure vessels
The Merchant Shipping (National Small Vessel Safety) Regulations, 2007 (as amended), details a regime of
"approved markings" which have to be displayed on all pleasure vessels, as well as "certificates of fitness"
to be issued by either the Authority or "Authorised Agencies".
(Note that by definition, local authorities cannot be appointed as authorised agencies in terms of these new
regulations.)
In many areas local authorities (defined as regulating authorities in the regulations), with sufficient authority
and control over inland waters to sufficiently control pleasure boaters, exist. Identification numbers and
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periodic inspections of the vessels go hand-in-hand with proper control, and in many instances these local
arrangements have happily coexisted with the Authority's overall responsibility for some time.
In practice however, the boating public are mobile and desire to launch their pleasure vessels at various
holiday destinations, and this requires a greater level of standardisation across the country.
Accordingly, SAMSA’s policy is that the principles of the Merchant Shipping (National Small Vessel
Safety) Regulations 2007 (as amended), must be applied in all South African waters (including inland
waters) in a standard way.
1. All vessels excepting power driven vessels of 15 HP or less, sailing vessels of less than 9 metres
in length and vessels propelled by human power alone, must be marked with a single traceable
‗approved marking‘;
2. All skippers of motor vessels of more than 15 HP and sailing vessels of 9 metres and more in
length must be certificated;.


Skippers of pleasure vessels being sailing vessels of 9 metres and more in overall length, or
power driven vessels of more than 15 HP, require a Small Vessel Certificate of Competence in
accordance with the regulations.



A national small vessel certification regime exists and is detailed further on in this document.

(Note that SAMSA intends publishing a Marine Notice with regard to small vessel certification which
would be made available to the holders of Seagoing Deck Officer and Fishermen certificates of
Competency.)
3. All vessels excepting power driven vessels of 15 HP or less, sailing vessels of less than 9 metres
in length and vessels propelled by human power alone must be inspected and certified as
seaworthy annually (i.e. obtain a Certificate of Fitness);
4. All vessels (regardless of the fact that some are exempted from skipper‘s certificates and
certificates of fitness) must carry the appropriate and relevant safety equipment according to the
vessel category and type;
(Note that vessels described as personal water craft of less than 3 metres (ie. jetskis and other similar
vessels), motor vessels of 15 HP or less, sailing vessels under 7 metres, and non-power driven vessels are
exempted from certain safety requirements but are still however required to carry the safety equipment
required by annex 2 as well as have sufficient buoyancy.)
5. All vessels must have sufficient buoyancy. In accordance with the regulations, vessel owners are
required to be able to prove that their vessels have suitable and adequate buoyancy. This is dealt
with fully in section 9 [Marine Notice 8 of 2012].

2.2 Right of access to the sea
Some launch sites are situated within inland waters where local authorities demand inspection and payment
to enable vessels to use the water.
Generally SAMSA supports the view that a vessel has a right to go to sea from any designated launch site,
but also accepts that charges and conditions might apply. An analogy would be a vehicle traversing a
National Park in order to take a short cut. The park's entry fees and any charges relating to the vehicle's use
would still apply. In the same way, many launch sites are within national parks etc., and it is reasonable that
MN13 of 2011 [Training Version]
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the same charges should apply to vessels traversing the park to get to sea as to those vessels solely using the
park's waters for pleasure.
Nevertheless, if there are areas where perceived unreasonable conditions apply, then there should be
negotiation between the parties and an equitable solution sought.
In addition, if any vessel is at sea and needs to enter inland waters in order to seek shelter, to carry out
repairs or for any other emergency, then that is their right to do so, and a responsible local authority
(regulating authority) would have no problem with that.

3.

Authorised Agencies

Under the Merchant Shipping (National Small Vessel Safety) Regulations, 2007 (as amended), vessels used
solely for pleasure are exempted from licensing, but are generally (except exempted vessels) required to be
inspected, have an approved identification number issued, have Certificates of Fitness issued, and skippers
of certain types of vessel are to be certificated. The authority may designate any or all of these functions to
an ―Authorised Agency‖.
Authorised Agencies are certain water sport bodies that qualify for designation as per the definitions in the
Merchant Shipping (National Small Vessel Safety) Regulations, 2007 (as amended) as per regulation 30.
The guiding policy and principle at this stage remains that;
 Organised sporting bodies who use boats to carry out their sport are encouraged to ensure the safety,
marking and certification of their own vessels. They may participate in the national skipper
certification system if they have the ability to do so;
 Pleasure boaters are encouraged to join existing sporting bodies or form new ones. This is important
as it enables easier compliance with the regulations, in addition it ensures that they get a voice in the
future of boating through their organisation‘s engagement with the State on boating matters;
 Until such time that water sporting bodies on inland waters have caught up to their coastal
counterparts, existing authorised agencies are encouraged to accommodate recreational boaters
 SAMSA provides a limited service to recreational boaters who cannot be accommodated by the
sporting agencies, but it is not seen as our core function at all.
Qualified governing bodies can apply for any or all of the powers detailed in regulation 30 and these may be
designated to them with, or without, conditions attached by the Authority for a period of three years.
Certificates of designation now include conditions providing for periodical audits by SAMSA, and agencies
must work closely with SAMSA to avoid compromising their designations.
Presently it is SAMSA policy that individual clubs will not be designated as authorised agencies as our
research indicates that fewer centralised systems are more appropriate and manageable.
The following bodies have been designated as Authorised Agencies in terms the Merchant Shipping
(National Small Vessel Safety) Regulations 2007 (as amended);


SA Sailing
Inspection and certification of all pleasure vessels < 100 GT belonging to affiliated clubs,
and examinations of skippers of motor driven vessels <9m under the national system and recreational SA
Sailing certificates of competency for any sailing vessel.



SADSAA
South African Deep Sea Angling Association. Inspection and certification of pleasure
vessels <9m, and examinations of skippers of motor driven vessels <9m under the national system.



SASCA
South African Small Craft Association (previously South African Underwater Union).
Inspection and certification of pleasure vessels <9m, and examinations of skippers of motor driven
vessels <9m under the national system.
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SALTBAA South African Light Tackle Boat Angling Association. Inspection and certification of
pleasure vessels <9m



SAIS
South African Institute of Skippers. Inspection and certification of pleasure vessels <9m,
and examinations of skippers of motor driven vessels <9m as well as examinations of skippers for
pleasure vessels ≥9m under the national system. [Closed 2012]

Applications for new agencies should be directed to SAMSA‘s Head: Centre for Boating through either
the SAMSA Pretoria office or one of the three SAMSA regional offices as appropriate, in accordance with
regulation 30.

4.

Categories of Small Vessels

"Category", in relation to a vessel, means the particular category of vessel determined as follows:
(a)
Category A—vessels operating any distance from shore;
(b)
Category B—vessels operating less than 40 nautical miles from shore;
(c)
Category C—vessels operating less than 15 nautical miles from shore;
(d)
Category D—vessels operating less than 5 nautical miles from shore;
(e)
Category E—vessels operating not more than 1 nautical mile from shore and 15 nautical miles from
an approved launch site;
(f)
Category R – vessels operating solely on inland waters. (Now defined as all water areas accessible to
the public and contained within ports and fishing harbours, lagoons, rivers, dams, wetlands and lakes
in the Republic)

5 to 9 Surveys [Deleted]
(All Survey information deleted [Paragraphs 5 to 9])
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10. National Examination, Certification and Training of Skippers
10.1 Overview
The Merchant Shipping (National Small Vessel Safety) Regulations, 2007 (as amended) require the
Authority to determine the standards of competence for skippers of all commercial small vessels, as well as
skippers of certain pleasure vessels (being either a sailing pleasure vessel of 9 metres or more in length or a
power driven pleasure vessel with a motor of more than 15 HP). In the case of skippers of pleasure vessels,
the standards were determined after consultation with the governing bodies representing the pleasure vessel
sectors concerned.
There are a wide range of different types of vessel which have to be considered when setting up an
examination system and therefore the varying types of skipper's certification under consideration in this
section varies in composition and include:




All commercial vessels (i.e. anything not used solely for pleasure) < 25 GT; and
Any pleasure vessels which are required to carry a certificated skipper (as qualified above), but less than 100 GT.
All commercial and pleasure vessels (except exempted vessels) regardless of size used on inland waters.

The range of "commercial" vessels which require a certificate of competence in order to be legally operated,
ranges from rowing boats used for catching crayfish commercially and "chukkies" (small wooden fishing
vessels), SAPS launches and semi-rigid inflatable boats, passenger vessels, etc through to complex fishing
vessels < 25 GT, fitted with freezers and staying out for weeks at a time.
Agreements are made between various organizations and SAMSA regarding the equivalency of their
internal training programmes. For instance; in terms of agreements already concluded between SAMSA and
the NSRI, DWA, SAPS and the SAN, SAMSA recognises equivalencies to specific competencies in the
national system and national certificates are issued by our Head Office in accordance with the unified
national system. In all cases the details are published in a marine notice.
List of current agreements
MN 19 of 2008 Certificates of competence issued to holders of the Naval Coxswains certificates
MN 18 of 2008 National Certificates of Competence for skippers trained by the Department of Water
Affairs and Forestry
MN17 of 2008 National Certificates of Competence for skippers trained by the SAPS Water Wing Division
MC 5 of 2009 Certificates of competence for coxwains of NSRI rescue vessels
SAMSA‘s small vessel policy reflects the developing national certification system and will be amended
from time to time.
SAMSA has in place a standardised national level of training and examination for all grades of small vessel
certificates of competency. This Notice documents the national standard, which also contains the South
African Small Vessel Code of Qualifications. (In this document it is referred to as the Code and is attached
to this policy as Annex 12)
The Code consists of various modules which set out the syllabi and standards for small vessel training,
certification and examinations. (Except the restricted Day Skipper (Local Waters) certificate which is
discussed later.)
There are only two ways of obtaining a national certificate of competence;
1.
Examination by a SAMSA appointed examiner (whether a SAMSA officer or otherwise); or
2.
Training and examination by a SAMSA accredited institution.
Authorised agencies are required to choose between either of these two options.
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For clarification on the procedure for accreditation or appointment refer to chapter 13 of this document.

10.2 Principles of the national certification regime
10.2.1Examiners
It is not SAMSA‘s current intention or policy that it‘s officers examine skippers of vessels <9m for the
national small vessel certificates and the various agencies have indicated that they are generally in a position
to cater for this group of vessels. However, recognising that SAMSA is responsible for the implementation
and success of the national certification, SAMSA has to be able to ensure a reasonable level of service to
anyone not willing, or otherwise unable, to obtain skipper certification through Authorised Agencies.
Suitable external examiners (other than SAMSA officers) may be recognised or appointed in terms of
section 77(4) of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1951, to carry out specific examinations on SAMSA's behalf.
The appointments are not automatically renewable and each appointment or re-appointment will be made
with SAMSA‘s interests in mind.
Merchant Shipping Act, 57 of 1951
Examinations for certificates of competency and qualification
77.

(1) Examinations of applicants for certificates of competency and qualification under this Act shall be held at such places in the
Republic and at such times as the Authority may determine and under such conditions as may be prescribed by regulation.
(2) No person shall be admitted to examination for a certificate of competency or qualification unless he possesses the
qualifications, and satisfies such other conditions, if any, prescribed by regulation.
(3) . . .
(4) The Authority may appoint examiners for the conduct of such examinations, and remove any examiner so appointed.

Form and record of certificates of competency, service and qualification
81.

(1) All certificates of competency, service and qualification shall be made in the prescribed form.
(2) A record of certificates of competency, service and qualification granted and of any matter affecting them shall be kept in
such manner as the Authority may direct.
(3) Any such certificate and any record kept in terms of subsection (2) shall be admissible in evidence.

Any examination for national skipper certification required for commercial vessels (of any description) over
9 metres in length must be carried out by SAMSA officers at a SAMSA office who have been appointed as
examiners.
ALL examiners participating in the national system must be appointed in writing by the relevant Regional
Manager or the Head: Centre for Boating to conduct the relevant category of small vessel skipper
examinations. SAMSA will issue each examiner with a number by which he will be recognised.
Appointments of examiners are now restricted to the Head: Centre for Boating.
See: Centre for Boating Objectives 2012-13
The two main reasons for this modification are:
1.
the confusion caused by the many unknown examiners working through their secretariats with our
certification unit which causes long delays when there are queries regarding applications, and
2.
in order to further establish the independence of examiners when dealing with competency issues.

This appointment will be for a maximum period of three years at a time, unless withdrawn earlier by
SAMSA for non-compliance with policy or any conditions attached to the appointment.
Applications for accreditations of training institutions or appointments of examiners are to be made through
the Principal Officer at the port closest to the applicant, or to the Head : Centre for Boating for persons in
proximity to our Pretoria Office. That office will consider the application in accordance with SAMSA
policy and make recommendations to the senior examiner, the relevant Regional Manager or the Head:
Centre for Boating as required.
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In cases where SAMSA does not concur with the proposal, the matter will be discussed in detail with the
person or agency concerned.
SAMSA will publish and maintain a current list of these examiners and training institutions by way of a
Marine Notice which will be available on the SAMSA website.

10.2.2

Issuing of Certificates of Competence

No distinction is made between pleasure and commercial <9m power driven skipper certification and only
the national certificate of competence will be recognised for this category of skippers.
All national small vessel certificates of competence for power driven small vessels will be issued centrally
by SAMSA for all agencies. Proper records and a data base must be kept by the Registrar of Seafarers in
Pretoria.
Certificates of competence for pleasure sailing vessels of length 9m and over are issued by SA Sailing who
will still be issuing SAS certification.
The ≥9m SAS certificates which are used on pleasure vessels can be upgraded to the centrally issued ≥9m
national certification (motor driven vessels - but with a sailing endorsement) following an oral examination
by a SAMSA officer at a SAMSA office who has been appointed as an examiner and after producing the
required ancillary courses and documentation as detailed on the application form in Annexure 6. Any
additional requirements for the upgrading of the SAS certificates would be at the discretion of the appointed
SAMSA examiner, such as sitting a written examination at Coastal Skipper level etc.
All applications for the issue of Certificates of Competency are to be forwarded to the Registrar of Seafarers
in Pretoria through their secretariat or through a SAMSA examiner at a SAMSA office, on the form and in
the manner prescribed which is annexed to this marine notice as Annexure 6.
Provision has been made for examiners to issue official SAMSA "Interim Certification" following the
successful completion of an examination so that candidates are not inconvenienced whilst the national
certification is being issued from SAMSA head office. This interim certification is only valid for six months.
See requirement of MSA s81(1) regarding prescribed forms for certificates.
Provision has also been made for appointed examiners of hire boat operators to issue official SAMSA
―Interim Certification‖ following the successful completion of an examination of the Skipper of a hire boat
in terms of the SAMSA Code of Operation for Hire Boats. This interim certification will be valid for a
maximum period of six months, and is only approved for use on the relevant hire boat specified in the
certificate, and for the restricted area as specified . No national certificate of competency would be issued on
the strength of this ―Interim Certificate‖.

10.2.3

Categories of vessels and skipper certification

The categorisation of small vessels is as contained in the Merchant Shipping (National Small Vessel Safety)
Regulations, 2007 (as amended). Small vessels are categorised by their area of operation as follows
(repeated here for ease of reference):
(a)
Category A—vessels operating any distance from shore;
(b)
Category B—vessels operating less than 40 nautical miles from shore;
(c)
Category C—vessels operating less than 15 nautical miles from shore;
(d)
Category E—vessels operating not more than 1 nautical mile from shore and 15 nautical miles from
an approved launch site;
(e)
Category R – Restricted – vessels operating in specific restricted local inland waters;
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(f)
Category R – vessels operating on inland waters.(Now defined as all water areas accessible to the
public and contained within ports and fishing harbours, lagoons, rivers, dams, wetlands and lakes in the
Republic).
In principle the intention of the certification levels is to allow new entrants to get to sea relatively easily by
making the lower levels of certification a ―daylight hours only‖ certificate restricted to the appropriate
category and distance offshore. Thereafter the syllabi and experiential training required expand with the
extended operational areas and responsibilities.
There is also a distinction made in the examination, certification and experiential training of skippers on
vessels of <9 metres and vessels > 9 metres in length overall. However subjective the selection of this length
may seem to some critics, any line or limit will generate a debate close to the line or limit itself - therefore
this principle is not negotiable with respect to the competency required for any vessels close to the 9m
limitation.
In practice though there is very little difference in the academic requirements between the two divisions in
the lower categories of certificate, (i.e. Day Skipper <9m and Day Skipper ≥9m) however the higher
certificates (Coastal Skipper and Skipper Offshore ≥9m) are substantive certificates which will in future
allow a cross over to higher STCW (Fishing) and thence to STCW certification.
Furthermore the certification of the individual is not based on a particular craft or even type of craft, but
rather the academic level and appropriate sea service. Accordingly, a person who obtains all their sea service
on Category C vessels for instance can still be found competent up to a higher level as directed by SAMSA
policy.
The new system also requires that candidates who wish to obtain the highest certificate such as Coastal
Skipper >9 metres or the Skipper Offshore certificates, need to have at least held a lower certificate or
conducted their training under a certificated skipper. This is detailed in the flow charts further on in this
chapter.
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10.3 Outline of the National Certification Regime
10.3.1

Inland Water Certificates

10.3.1.1
Skipper – Inland waters (restricted) <9m or ≥9m
This lowest (non academic and practical) level of national certificate certifies that the candidate has
demonstrated that he/she has the knowledge necessary to skipper, any specified type of small vessel from
and to his launch site, in a specific local waters area as defined on the certificate.
The sole purpose of this level of certification is to assist persons unable to achieve any higher level of
national certification to operate in their local area about which they must hold relevant local knowledge.
10.3.1.2
Skipper – Inland waters
This basic (academic) level of national certificate certifies that the candidate has demonstrated that he/she
has the knowledge necessary to skipper, any category R vessel at any time on any inland waters.
The syllabus is the same as that of a category E, but the sea-time requirements are different. Hence a person
can upgrade his Skipper Inland Waters (unrestricted) to a Day Skipper Category E by producing practical
sea-time alone. The examination should take this into account and if in any doubt the aspirant skipper should
be issued a restricted certificate.

10.3.2

Sea Going Certification

10.3.2.1
Day Skipper - Local Waters (restricted) <9m or ≥9m
This lowest (non academic and practical) level of national certificate certifies that the candidate has
demonstrated that he/she has the knowledge necessary to skipper, during daylight hours any specified
category of small vessel from and to his home-port or launch site, in a specific local waters area as defined
on the certificate.
The distance allowed offshore for vessels proceeding to sea is generally related to the category described,
but the definition of "local waters" must be further defined and limited at the discretion of the examiner
where considered necessary.
The sole purpose of this level of certification is to assist persons unable to achieve any higher level of
national certification to operate in their local area about which they must hold relevant local knowledge.
10.3.2.2
Day Skipper -Category E <9m or ≥9m
This basic (academic) level of national certificate certifies that the candidate has demonstrated that he/she
has the knowledge necessary to skipper, during daylight hours, any category E small vessel from and to his
home-port or sheltered launch site, anywhere in South Africa, but limited to a distance of 1 nautical mile
from shore and 15 nautical miles from an approved launch site.
10.3.2.3
Day Skipper - Category C <9m or ≥9m
This (academic) level of national certificate certifies that the candidate has demonstrated that he/she has the
knowledge necessary to skipper, during daylight hours, any category C (or lower) small vessel from and to
his home-port or sheltered launch site, anywhere in South Africa;
The sea-time requirements may be obtained on either category C or D vessels.
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10.3.2.4
Day Skipper - Category B <9m or ≥9m
This (academic) level of national certificate certifies that the candidate has demonstrated that he/she has the
knowledge necessary to skipper, during daylight hours, any category B (or lower) small vessel from and to
his home-port or sheltered launch site, anywhere in South Africa;
The sea-time requirements must be obtained on category C or higher vessels.
10.3.2.5
Coastal Skipper <9m (Category B Day and Night operation)
This level of national certificate certifies that the candidate has demonstrated that he/she has the knowledge
necessary to skipper a small motor driven vessel <9m on coastal passages, day or night, but within 40
nautical miles of the coastline.
By definition therefore any candidate who cannot attain the level of knowledge required to take a vessel 40
miles offshore cannot have the designation ‗coastal skipper‘, nor can they be allowed to navigate a vessel at
night (sunset to sunrise) except if the certificate is endorsed under the conditions described further on.
Sea-time may be obtained on vessels of category C or higher, however the night hours are very important
and examiners must ensure that the hours have been properly logged.
10.3.2.6
Coastal Skipper ≥9m
This level of national certificate certifies that the candidate has demonstrated that he/she has the knowledge
necessary to skipper a small motor driven > 9m commercial vessel of < 25GT and motor driven pleasure
vessels < 100GT on coastal passages, day or night, but within 40 nautical miles of the coastline.
Sea-time must be obtained on category B vessels of > 9 metres and with sufficient properly logged night
hours.
10.3.2.7
Skipper Offshore <9m or ≥9m
This level of national certificate certifies that the candidate has demonstrated that he/she has the experience
and knowledge necessary to skipper a small motor driven vessel of either <9m or an > 9m commercial
vessel < 25GT and recreational vessel < 100GT - according to the wording on the certificate - on any
extended or ocean passage.
The academic level for both divisions are similar, with the ≥9m syllabus having extra modules on ‗power‘
and ‗law‘.
Sea-time may be obtained on category B vessels or higher on vessels of the appropriate length and with
sufficient properly logged night hours.
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The following certificates are offered under the National Certification System
Title of Certificate
Description
1.
 The lowest level of skipper certificate.
Day Skipper – Local Waters (restricted)
 The certificate does not have a written
component.
[Day Skipper of a seagoing boat in a restricted
 Examinations are conducted practically and
area of operation.]
orally.
2.
 The candidate must demonstrate to the examiner
Skipper – Inland Waters (restricted)
that they are capable of being skipper of a
specific category of small vessel, that operates
[Skipper of an inland water boat in a restricted
from a home port or launch site in clearly defined
area of operation.]
local waters of which they have relevant local
knowledge.
 The sole purpose of this certificate is to assist
persons unable to achieve any higher level of
certificate that requires an academic component.
 Issued <9m and ≥9m
3.
 Basic level of skipper CoC
Skipper – Inland Waters
 Demonstrate the lowest level of academic
[Skipper of any boat used on inland waters at
any time of the day.]
4.
Day Skipper – Category E <9m or ≥9m
[Day Skipper of either a <9m or ≥9m boat used
on category E waters during daylight hours.]







5.
Day Skipper - Category C <9m or ≥9m



[Day Skipper of either a <9m or ≥9m boat used
on category C waters during daylight hours.]
6.
Day Skipper – Category B <9m or ≥9m



[Day Skipper of either a <9m or ≥9m boat used
on category B waters during daylight hours.]
7.
Coastal Skipper <9m or ≥9m
[Skipper of either a <9m or ≥9m boat used at sea
during any time of the day, closer than 40
nautical miles from shore.]









8.
Skipper Offshore <9m<9m or ≥9m
[Skipper of either a <9m or ≥9m boat used at sea
during any time of the day, beyond 40 nautical
miles from shore.]
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knowledge required for a skipper
Skipper Inland Waters – valid for day and night
operations
Day Skipper E – Valid for day time operations at
sea and night operations in Cat R.
Upgrade from R to E by producing valid sea-time
Skipper Inland Waters has no length
discrimination.
Day Skipper Cat E: Issued <9m and ≥9m
Demonstrated the knowledge required to skipper
a category B or lower vessel, during day light
hours at sea.
SAMSA code requirements for Cat C and Cat B
are the same
Various sea-time requirements depending on
category required.
Valid for day and night time operation in Cat R
waters.
Issued <9m and ≥9m
Demonstrated the knowledge required to skipper
a Cat B or lower vessel during the day or night
time at sea.
Various sea-time requirements
Application must include a log of the night time
hours
≥9m certificate valid for pleasure vessels under
100GT
Commercial use limited to 25GT
Demonstrated the knowledge required to skipper
Cat A, or lower, power driven small vessel on
extended ocean voyages.
≥9m certificate valid for pleasure vessels under
100GT
Commercial use limited to 25GT
Page 20



10.4 Additional Endorsements to national certification
10.4.1

Commercial Dive skipper endorsement

(May be issued by appointed examiners)
This is a specific and additional endorsement which can be added separately to any of the above mentioned
national certificates.
All skippers operating a commercial diving or dive charter vessel are required to have this endorsement
added to their Small Vessel Certificate of Competence before SAMSA considers the vessel to be properly
and safely manned. Refer to sections 10.6.1 and 11.3.8.

10.4.2

Passenger Vessel endorsements to national certification

(May only be issued by a SAMSA office)
Note that all skippers operating a small passenger vessel (i.e. carrying more than 12 passengers) are
required to have this endorsement added to their Small Vessel Certificate of Competence before SAMSA
considers the vessel to be properly and safely manned.
10.4.2.1 Passenger vessel endorsement (Restricted);
Allows the skipper to be in charge of a passenger vessel on a particular restricted inland waterway (as
specified) and shall indicate whether the skipper is qualified to operate the passenger vessel at night or
otherwise state the limitations of any night operations.
NB. Change in policy – Note that this restricted passenger vessel endorsement will no longer be acceptable
for operations within TNPA ports. An unrestricted passenger vessel endorsement will be required.
10.4.2.1 Passenger Vessel endorsement (Unrestricted)
The endorsement shall indicate whether the skipper is qualified to operate any <25GT passenger vessel
operating anywhere in South Africa. It may be used at night unless otherwise limited by the examiner.
Note that this additional endorsement is not the same as the Commercial Night Operations endorsement
described in the next part.
This requirement includes any current dive charter, whale watching or shark diving vessels operating with
more than 12 passengers. Refer to sections 10.6.3, 11.3.9 and 11.3.10.

10.4.3

Commercial Night Operation endorsement

(May only be issued by a SAMSA Deck Examiner and MUST be signed by the relevant
Principal Officer)
This endorsement is available only to bona fide commercial fishers (especially traditional fishers) who for
whatever reason are unable to attain the higher level of certificate (i.e. Coastal Skipper) which is the normal
level of competence before being allowed to venture out to sea at night.
The candidates must however hold at least a Day Skipper (Local Waters) Certificate and have accumulated
sufficient experience in the local area (very limited area to be defined by a SAMSA office) to satisfy the
SAMSA examiner that the endorsement is warranted.
Any such endorsements must be severely limited in the area of operation as it is only intended to assist
locally based traditional fishers and NOT to replace the attempt to improve the safety standards, training and
certification of commercial fishers.
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Externally appointed examiners or accredited institutions may not examine candidates for this endorsement.
Any Commercial Night Operation Endorsement must be signed by the Principal Officer before being
submitted to the Registrar of Seafarers. Refer to sections 10.6.5 and 11.3.13.

10.4.4

Sailing Endorsement to a national certificate

(May only be issued by specifically appointed examiners)
No separate or combined motor and sailing certification is envisaged, sailing competency will be reflected
on a national motor driven certificate by way of an additional endorsement.
This endorsement is available to candidates who have passed a relevant SAS examination (i.e. Day Skipper,
Coastal Skipper, Skipper Offshore and Skipper Ocean recreational sailing certification) and are upgrading
to the national certification.
It is also possible for SAMSA appointed examiners to examine candidates for the issue of this endorsement,
but only where specifically appointed to do so. Refer to sections 10.6.4 and 11.3.12.

10.4.5

Surf Launching Endorsement

(May be issued by appointed examiners)
The standard national certificate is only intended to cover vessels operating from a port, fishing harbour or
protected launch site and certainly does not certify that the holder is competent to tackle the high energy surf
and river launches experienced on the South African south and eastern coastlines.
The purpose of this endorsement is to indicate which skippers have demonstrated their proficiency in this
particular and necessary skill. There is a huge difference in the skill required to launch a personal water craft
through the surf compared to a 9 metre semi rigid vessel. For this reason, it is imperative that the
endorsement be carefully worded when issued. Refer to sections 10.6.2 and 11.3.11.

Endorsement
Commercial Dive Skipper Endorsement
Reg 15(2)
 Added to any national CoC
 Can be issued by any approved
examiner.
 Commercial dive vessels are not
considered to be properly and safely
manned unless the endorsement is
carried by the skipper.
 Required for commercial diving
operations:
o Commercial Diving
o Dive Charter Vessels
o Shark Cage Diving Vessels
o Etc Etc
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Requirements
Small Vessel Policy Paragraph 10.6.1
Exemption:
From the examination requirements if applicant holds
one of the following:
1. Dive Master
2. Dive Instructor
3. CMAS 2 Star
4. Commercial Diver: DoL
or;
Examination requirements:
Experience:
1. Open Water 1
2. Open Water 2
3. CMAS 1 Star
Or
4. 10 Hours small vessel dive operations.
Written exam: SAMSA code (70% pass mark)
Practical exam: If required by SAMSA examiner.
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Passenger Vessel (Restricted) Endorsement
Reg 15(1)
 Only issued by SAMSA officer
 Added to any national CoC
 Vessel not considered to be properly and
safely manned unless the endorsement is
carried by the skipper.
 All skippers of commercial and pleasure
vessels carrying more than 12
passengers.
 Endorsement to state whether the skipper
is qualified to operate during night hours.
See definition of passenger.
Passenger Vessel (Unrestricted) Endorsement
Reg 15(1)
 Only issued by SAMSA Officer
 Added to a Cat C (or above) CoC
 Vessel not considered to be properly and
safely manned unless the endorsement is
carried by the skipper.
 All skippers of commercial and pleasure
vessels carrying more than 12
passengers.
 Endorsement to state whether the skipper
is qualified to operate during night hours.
See definition of passenger.
Sailing Endorsement
The national certification system caters for
power driven small vessels. A Sailing
endorsement may be attached to the relevant
category of certificate.
South African Sailing (SAS maintains the
curriculum of sailing competencies.
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Small Vessel Policy Paragraph 10.6.3
The restricted endorsement is specific to a certain area of
operation and type of passenger vessel.
Minimum age requirement is 18 years
Additional requirements:
1. 100 hours of service on the passenger vessel.
2. Elementary First Aid or Level II
3. 1 Day Fire Fighting course
4. Oral and Practical exam

Small Vessel Policy Paragraph 10.6.3
The unrestricted endorsement does not limit the skipper
to a certain area of operation or type of passenger vessel.
The endorsement is limited to day operations, but can
include night time operations.
Requirements:
1. Minimum CoC: Cat C
5. 100 hours of service on the passenger vessel.
2. Proficiency in Life Rafts
3. First Aid at Sea
4. 2 Day Fire Fighting course
5. Radio Operator Certificate
6. Oral and Practical Exam
Small Vessel Policy Paragraph 10.6.4
There is no SAMSA Small Vessel Code for Sailing
vessels.
The examinations are carried out by SA Sailing.
Candidates with a SA Sailing CoC can have a sailing
endorsement added to their National CoC.
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10.5
Flowcharts detailing the entry requirements, experiential training
and examinations process for the various categories of skipper certification
10.5.1

Inland Water Certificates

10.5.1.1

Skipper – Inland waters (Restricted)

Entry Requirements
Any Doctor‘s certificate
Proof of identity
Over 16 years old

50 hours of logged experience on
appropriate vessels certified by a
qualified
skipper
taking
responsibility for tutorship

The prescribed oral/practical
examination at SAMSA or by an
appointed
examiner.
No
commercial endorsement allowed
unless 18 years old.
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10.5.1.2

Skipper – Inland Waters

Entry Requirements
Any Doctor‘s Certificate
Proof of identity
Over 16 years old

Attendance at a SAMSA
approved
training
institution PLUS at least
25 hours logged service on
vessels of the appropriate
length

50 hours of logged service on
vessels of the appropriate
length certified by a qualified
skipper taking responsibility
for tutorship.

100 hours of logged
service on vessels of the
appropriate length

The prescribed written and practical
examination.
No
commercial
endorsement allowed unless 18
years old.
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10.5.2Seagoing certification
10.5.2.1

Day Skipper - Local Waters (Restricted) <9m; and
Day Skipper - Local Waters (Restricted) ≥9m in length)

Entry Requirements
Any Doctor‘s certificate
Proof of identity
Over 16 years old

50 hours of logged sea service on
vessels of the appropriate length
certified by a qualified skipper
taking responsibility for tutorship

100 hours of logged sea time
on vessels of the appropriate
length

The prescribed oral/practical
examination at SAMSA (or by an
appointed examiner, with the
concurrence of the local Principal
Officer)
No commercial endorsement
allowed unless 18 years old.
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10.5.2.2

Day Skipper - Category E <9m; and
Day Skipper – Category E ≥9m specified [Specified either Pleasure or Commercial]

Entry Requirements
Any Doctor‘s Certificate
Proof of identity
Over 16 years old

Attendance at a SAMSA
approved
training
institution PLUS at least
25 hours logged sea
service on vessels of the
appropriate length

50 hours of logged sea
service on vessels of the
appropriate length certified
by a qualified skipper taking
responsibility for tutorship.

The prescribed written
practical examination.

100 hours of logged sea
time on vessels of the
appropriate length not
under the tuition of a
certificated skipper.

AND

For conversion from a pleasure
certificate ≥9m to a commercial
certificate there is an additional oral
examination
by
a
SAMSA
examiner.
No
commercial
endorsement allowed unless 18
years old.
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10.5.2.3

Day Skipper - Category C <9m; and
Day Skipper – Category C ≥9m in length [Specified either Pleasure or Commercial]

Entry Requirements
Any Doctor‘s Certificate
Proof of identity
Over 16 years old

Attendance at a SAMSA
approved
training
institution. PLUS at least
25 hours logged sea
service on vessels of the
appropriate length

50 hours of logged sea
service on vessels of the
appropriate length certified
by a qualified skipper taking
responsibility for tutorship

100 hours of logged sea
time on vessels of the
appropriate length

The prescribed written AND
practical examination.
For conversion from a pleasure
certificate ≥9m to a commercial
certificate an additional oral
examination by a SAMSA
examiner.
No commercial endorsement
allowed unless 18 years old.
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10.5.2.4

Day Skipper - Category B <9m; and
Day Skipper – Category B ≥9m [specified either Pleasure or Commercial]

Entry Requirements
Any Doctor‘s Certificate
Eyesight Test Certificate
Proof of identity
Over 16 years old

Attendance
at
a
SAMSA
approved
training
institution
PLUS
at least 50
hours logged sea
service on Category C
or higher vessels of
the appropriate length

100 hours of logged sea
service on Category C or
higher vessels of the
appropriate
length
certified by a qualified
skipper
taking
responsibility
for
tutorship

200 hours of logged sea
time on Category C or
higher vessels of the
appropriate length

The prescribed written
and practical examination.
For conversion from a
pleasure certificate ≥9m
to
a
commercial
certificate an additional
oral
examination
by
SAMSA.
Candidate to be at least
18 years old.
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10.5.2.5

Coastal Skipper <9m

Entry Requirements
Eyesight Test Certificate
Any Valid Doctor‘s Certificate
Proof of identity
Over 16 years old

Attendance
at
a
SAMSA
approved
training institution
OR
Holder of a Day
Skipper Category B or
C
PLUS
150 hours logged sea
time of which at least
50 hours must be
logged night hours

200 hours logged sea time
on Category C or higher
vessels < 9 metres
certified by a skipper
taking responsibility for
tutorship and of which at
least 50 hours must be
logged night hours

300 hours logged
sea
time
on
Category
C
or
higher vessels of <
9 metres which has
not been obtained
under any tuition of
which at least 50
hours
must
be
logged night hours

The prescribed written
AND
practical
examination.
Note:
Candidates do not have to
repeat modules already
completed under this new
examination system.
(i.e.
Conducted
after
2006)
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10.5.2.6

Skipper Offshore <9m

Entry Requirements
Over 18 years old
Proof of Identity
Doctor‘s Certificate on
prescribed form
Liferaft (1 Day)
Fire Fighting (1 Day)
Elementary First Aid
Restricted R/T Certificate

Holder of a Day
Skipper Category B
<9m
PLUS
300 hours logged sea
time of which at
least 50 hours must
be night hours and at
least three overnight
passages

Holder
of
a
Skipper (Coastal)
<9m
PLUS
100 hours logged
sea time with at
least
three
overnight
passages

Attendance at a
SAMSA
approved
training
institution
PLUS
250 hours of
logged sea-time
of which 50
hours must be
night hours AND
at least three

500 logged hours
obtained
under
tuition
of
a
certificated
Skipper Offshore
<9m of which at
least 50 hours
must be night
hours and at least
three
overnight
passages

The prescribed written
AND practical
examination.
Note:
Candidates do not have to
repeat modules already
completed under this new
examination system.
(i.e. Conducted after 2006)
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10.5.2.7

Coastal Skipper > 9 metres [Specified either for Pleasure or Commercial]

Entry Requirements for
Commercial Endorsement
Over 18 years old
Proof of Identity
SAMSA Eyesight Test
SAMSA Medical Certificate
Proficiency in Life-rafts Certificate
First Aid at Sea Certificate
Two-day Fire Fighting Certificate
Restricted R/T Certificate

Attendance at a
SAMSA approved
training institution
plus
250 hours logged
sea time on vessels
> 9 metres of
which at least 50
hours must be
night hours

Holder of a Day
Skipper Category B
> 9 metres plus 150
hours logged sea
time on vessels >9
metres of which at
least 50 hours must
be night hours

Entry Requirements for
Specified as Pleasure
Over 16 years old
Proof of Identity
Medical Certificate on prescribed form
Eyesight Test
First Aid Level 1Certificate
One day Life-raft course
One Day Fire Fighting Certificate
Restricted R/T Certificate

350
logged
hours
obtained under tuition of
a certificated skipper on
vessels > 9 metres has
been of which at least 50
hours must be night hours

Holder of a Skipper
(Coastal)
or
(Offshore)
<
9
metres plus 100
logged hours on
vessels >9 metres of
which at least 50
hours must be night
hours

The prescribed written AND
practical examination.

Oral examination by SAMSA
examiner
for
commercial
endorsement.
Note:
Candidates do not have to
repeat
modules
already
completed under this new
examination system.
(i.e. Conducted after 2006)
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10.5.2.8

Skipper Offshore > 9 metres [Specified either for Pleasure or Commercial]

Entry Requirements for
Commercial Endorsement

Entry Requirements for
specified as Pleasure

SAMSA Eyesight Test
Over 18 years old
Proof of Identity
SAMSA Medical Certificate
Proficiency in Liferafts Certificate
First Aid at Sea Certificate
Two days Fire Fighting Certificate
Restricted R/T Certificate

Attendance
at
a
SAMSA
approved
training institution
OR
Holder of a Day
Skipper
(Local
Waters) >9 metres
PLUS
500 hours logged sea
time on vessels >9
metres of which at
least 50 hours must be
night hours and at
least three overnight
passages

Over 16 years old
Proof of Identity
Medical Certificate on prescribed form
First Aid Level 1Certificate
One day Life-raft course
One Day Fire Fighting Certificate
Restricted R/T Certificate

1000 logged hours
on vessels > 9 metres
have been obtained
under tuition of a
certificated skipper of
which at least 50
hours must be night
hours and at least
three
overnight
passages

Holder of a Skipper
(Coastal) > 9 metres
plus
350 logged hours sea
time hours on vessels
>9 metres of which at
least 50 hours must be
night hours and at least
three
overnight
passages

The prescribed written and practical examination.
Oral examination by a SAMSA examiner for commercial
endorsement.

Note:
Candidates do not have to repeat modules already
completed under this new examination system. (i.e.
Conducted after 2006)
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10.6 Entry requirements, experiential training and examination process for
the various endorsements
10.6.1

Dive skipper endorsement

The Dive Skipper endorsement is an additional qualification which can be added to any national certificate
and is interpreted to be the only valid small vessel qualification suitable to skipper or operate a commercial
diving or dive charter vessel (which includes shark cage diving).
The requirements are as follows:
Dive skipper endorsement
TOTAL EXEMPTION
FROM EXAMINATION
Proof to be submitted through
an examiner to Pretoria in order
to add the qualification to a
national certificate.

Qualifying practical
experience

Candidates or skippers who hold a dive leadership qualification may have
the endorsement added to their skipper certification by the Registrar of
Seafarers without undergoing any examination.
(i.e. ‗Dive Master‘ or ‗Dive Instructor‘ issued by either PADI or NAUI ,
or SAUU ‗[CMAS] 2 star diver‘ or Instructor) or a commercial diver
issued by Department of Labour
OR
A basic dive qualification
(i.e. ‗Open Water I or II‘ issued either by PADI or NAUI or, a SAUU
[CMAS] ‗1 star diver‘)
OR

Written Examination
Practical Examination

10.6.2

10 hours logged on any small vessel engaged in dive operations
(Sea-time to be certified by a dive skipper)
A written examination as detailed in the Small Vessel Code of
Qualifications with pass mark of 70%.
A dive skipper practical examination may or may not be required at the
sole discretion of the examiner.

Surf Launching Endorsement

A candidate wishing to have the surf launching endorsement [which gives him/her the authority to launch
through the surf which is mostly encountered at the launch sites (other than Ports, Fishing Harbours and
‗protected‘ launch sites) on the Eastern and South Eastern seaboard of South Africa] is to produce an
affidavit signed by a certificated surf launching skipper that he or she has successfully completed the
practical training specified in the Code (ie. A minimum of at least 12 surf launches through the surf and
returning through the surf, conducted on at least 4 different days under differing weather and swell
conditions.)
The affidavit is to state the full name and address of the certificated skipper, the details of his certificate of
competence and must indicate his opinion as to the competence of the candidate.
The affidavit itself is no longer deemed to be sufficient to sign off the endorsement. A practical
demonstration is called for as detailed in the code and carried out in the presence of a SAMSA appointed
examiner.
Generally the national system does not distinguish between the many variations of motor driven craft in
considering competency for the various categories of certification. However the same cannot be said for surf
launch endorsements where for instance there is a huge difference between the competencies required to
skipper a small single engine rubber duck, versus a 9 metre rigid hulled vessel, through the surf.
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In cases where small inflatable vessels, or jetskis are used for the demonstration, examiners are required to
restrict the candidate to that type of craft unless the examiner can attest to the candidate‘s competency for all
types of craft.

10.6.3

Passenger Vessel Endorsement

NB Change in policy
The Passenger Vessel Endorsement is an endorsement to any national certificate
It certifies that SAMSA has assessed and considered the particular candidate competent to be put in charge
of the safety of more than twelve passengers in either inland waters or at sea.
There are two standards for the endorsement, an unrestricted endorsement for vessels used at sea and in
TNPA ports and a restricted endorsement for inland waters. Refer to the matrix in the Code for full details
and examination requirements. The examination for the passenger endorsement is an oral examination
carried out by a SAMSA officer. A practical exam on board the vessel will also be required.
Examiners are to note the following:




Minimum age is 18 years
Restricted passenger endorsements should be specific and are no longer portable and if the skipper
wants to change his operation he will need to visit the SAMSA examiner again.
If the candidate has a Coastal Skipper or Skipper Offshore ≥9m many of the entry requirements will
already have been met.

10.6.4

Sailing Endorsement

SAMSA has limited examiners appointed to carry out these examinations, however, SA Sailing is quite
prepared to make their examiners available where required and their current examination requirements are
considered sufficient.
What this generally means is that any holder of a SA Sailing or CASA certificate is entitled to an
appropriate sailing endorsement on a national small vessel certificate. (The national standard is for motor
driven skippers!) The endorsement must not allow him to exceed the limitations of the national certificate.
Otherwise, should the holder of a national certificate desire to obtain a sailing endorsement to an existing
certificate for commercial purposes they must approach the local SAMSA Principal Officer or examiner
who will consider the merits of the case. If necessary, SAMSA will approach SA Sailing officially with a
request to carry out an appropriate examination on our behalf. A syllabus still needs to be drawn up to cover
the sailing module.
Note: SA Sailing recreational certificates issued to skippers of pleasure yachts may operate motor driven
vessels of the appropriate category and size for pleasure. SA Sailing certificates endorsed for motor only
require additional and relevant sailing sea-time as well as examinations on sailing theory and practice.

10.6.5

Night Operation Endorsement for commercial fishermen

This endorsement is available only to bona fide commercial fishers who hold as a minimum, a Day Skipper
(Local Waters) Certificate and who have accumulated sufficient experience in the local area to be allowed to
skipper at night.
This is a non-academic level of qualification (night operations normally being allowed only once the
academic level of Coastal Skipper has been attained!) for a particular endorsement, the purpose of which is
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to allow commercial fishers (especially traditional fishing communities) operating in restricted local waters
to pursue their occupation utilising local knowledge and experience in lieu of academic knowledge.
As this is somewhat contrary to SAMSA‘s efforts to upgrade safety standards and safety amongst the
fishers, it may only be examined for by SAMSA appointed examiners in a SAMSA office and even then
only where the local Principal Officer considers it appropriate. (The Principal Officer MUST sign every
such application to the Registrar of Seafarers to register his consent.)
Fishers wishing to have a commercial night endorsement to a Day Skipper (Local Waters) Certificate must
be bona fide commercial fishers and must have actually logged at least 150 hours sea-time after having
obtained the certificate, of which 48 hours must be certified (by another skipper) as night hours.
The candidate must present himself to a SAMSA examiner for an oral examination which must test the
candidate‘s competency and comprehension regarding the navigational dangers, local buoys and lights,
application of the collision regulations as they apply to night operations and the dangers of fishing at night
as well as the precautions that can be taken to mitigate the danger.
The depths of knowledge required will de determined by the complexity of the very restricted ―local area‖ as
defined in the wording of the endorsement, which may not extend further than 6 hours normal steaming in
the type of vessel employed.

MN13 of 2011 [Training Version]

Page 37

10.7

Syllabi

The Code is the national standard and any person who desires to train or examine small vessel skippers shall
adhere to the specifications and level of knowledge detailed therein. The first page of the Code contains a
matrix and is in essence a summary of what is required in order to obtain the various levels of competency
for small vessels including the endorsements.
The system that has been adopted is in a modular form, i.e. the Code. This means that once a person obtains
a specific competence, they can progress to the next level without having to repeat certain subjects or
modules.
Furthermore, the certification of the individual is not based on the craft but on his or her academic level
together with the prescribed sea service. Accordingly, a person who obtains all their sea service on Category
C vessels for instance, can still be found academically competent to a higher level as detailed in the Code.
The system also requires that candidates who wish to obtain the higher certificates such as Coastal Skipper ≥
9 metres or any of the offshore certificates, need to have at least held a lower certificate or conducted their
training under a certificated skipper. This is detailed in the flow charts elsewhere in this chapter.
The system has been further consolidated so that there is some transportability across the various categories
of vessels.
The following is applicable regarding the academic competence of a skipper with respect to category of
certificate:

10.7.1
The Syllabus for Day Skipper (Categories E and R) are the same level of
academic competence.
The rationale is that only one basic entry level exists, where practical experience (i.e. sea time) dictates
which of the two are issued. Hence, a Skipper Inland Waters can upgrade his certificate to an E by obtaining
sea time on category E or higher vessels.

10.7.2
The syllabus for Day Skipper (Categories B and C) are the same level of
academic competence.
In addition, the need for a separate skipper category D is considered superfluous and no longer exists.
A skipper can upgrade from a category C certificate to a category B by obtaining more sea service on
suitable vessels (As detailed in the flowcharts).
All other details of qualifications are either contained in the flowcharts and/or the matrix of the Code.
Where the academic levels of the certificates mentioned above are the same, a skipper may present the
relevant national certificate to any appointed examiner together with proof of sufficient additional sea-time
in order to upgrade an existing certificate to a higher level.
The appointed examiner may, if he is not satisfied with the documentation alone, carry out a practical (and if
necessary an oral) examination and if they consider the candidate competent for the higher certificate they
must forward the relevant forms to SAMSA for the issue of a new certificate.
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10.7.3 The SA Sailing syllabi
Aside from the national certification, SA Sailing is authorised to issue recreational certification to certain
categories of craft. The SA Sailing syllabus is defined in some detail on their website. This includes entry
level requirements, sample chartwork questions, sample practical questions and sample oral general
knowledge questions. More detailed examination procedures are published on a web site confidential to SAS
examiners. However, the SA Sailing syllabus is missing some content when considering commercial use,
hence the requirement for an additional oral examination when upgrading to the national standard. For ease
of reference by examiners, a full summary of the SA Sailing Certificates of Competency follows hereunder :
SAS Certificates of Competence (Skipper‘s Tickets)
Updated 24 March 2011
The short definitions of the current South African Sailing (SAS) skipper‘s Certificates of Competence are:
Inland Waters Skipper: The holder is qualified to skipper a sail boat on inland waters by day or by night.
Day Skipper: The holder is qualified to skipper a sail boat at sea from sunrise to sunset in his local waters.
Local waters are defined as 15 nautical miles from his home port, or 25 miles from his home port provided
he is no more than 15 nautical miles from an approved safe haven.
Local Waters Skipper:
The holder is qualified to skipper a sail boat at sea by day or by night in the
local waters as defined for day skipper.
Coastal Skipper: The holder is qualified to skipper a sail boat on any coastal passage within 40 nautical
miles of the coast by day or by night.
Yachtmaster Offshore: The holder is qualified to skipper a sail boat on any extended or ocean passage.
Yachtmaster Ocean: This qualification is a badge of honour which indicates that the holder has mastered
celestial navigation.
The diagram below shows the progression for sea going skippers. For these skippers, the preferred entry
point is Day Skipper. However, candidates with substantial experience may enter at the Coastal Skipper
level. The following is mandatory:
1. You must be a Day Skipper to apply for Local Waters CoC.
2. You must be a Coastal Skipper to apply for Yachtmaster Offshore.
3. You must be a Yachtmaster Offshore to apply for a Yachtmaster Ocean.
This sequence for sea going skippers is illustrated in the diagram below:
Entry point

Day Skipper
Local Waters Skipper

Entry point

Coastal Skipper

Yachtmaster Offshore

Yachtmaster Ocean
The full definition of each skipper‘s certificate of competence is printed on the reverse of the SAS skippers‘
ticket and is given in Appendix I.
Sail and Power
Marine notice 13 specifically states that holders of SAS certificates of competence for sailing vessels may
skipper power boats. To avoid the confusion that can arise with local authorities all SAS certificates are
currently issued as ―sail and power‖. The SAS practical exam essentially tests the skipper on his ability to
handle a yacht under power. The yacht typically has an inboard diesel engine single prop configuration. To
convert from ―sail‖ to ―sail and power‖ SAS intends to introduce an oral exam which covers the essential
issues and dangers of the full range of power boating configurations from rubber ducks with outboard
engines to the larger power boats with twin inboard engines.
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The full definition of each skipper‘s certificate of competence for sail and power is printed on the reverse of
the SAS skippers‘ ticket and is given in Appendix II.
The National Local Waters ticket
The purpose of this certificate of competence was to facilitate the conversion from club certificates. It may
no longer be issued.
The holder of a National Local Waters Certificate of Competence is entitled to skipper a sailing vessel for
sport and recreation by day or by night within 40 nm of the coast from Cape Hangklip to the mouth of the
Berg River. The full definition of the National Local Waters certificate of competence is printed on the
reverse of the SAS skippers‘ ticket and is given in Appendix III.
There is no such thing as a National Local Waters (Sail and Power) and SAS is not authorised to issue such
a ticket.
The holder of a National Local Waters CoC may convert to a Local Waters CoC by surrendering his
National Local Waters CoC.
Day Skipper with Night Exemption
Many years ago SAS used to issue a ―Day Skipper with Night Exemption‖. The night exemption only
allowed the holder to return after sunset. SAMSA felt that this was inappropriate and the night exemption
was withdrawn. So essentially anyone with a ―Day Skipper with Night Exemption‖ certificate is just a Day
Skipper.
A ―Day Skipper with Night Exemption‖ cannot be converted to a Local Waters Skipper. A ―Day Skipper
with Night Exemption‖ who wishes to sail at night must do the Local Waters exam.
The CASA skippers ticket
Certificates of Competence issued by the Cruising Association of South Africa (CASA) are still recognised.
SAS may convert CASA certificates of competence to SAS certificates of competence.
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Appendix I: SAS Certificates of Competence for sailing only
Description on the back of the certificate (actual size)
Inland Waters Skipper
A SAS Inland Waters Skipper (Sailing) is
qualified to skipper a sail boat under 100
gross tons for sport and recreation on
inland waters by day or by night.
Issued by South African Sailing, an
Authorised Agency of the South African
Maritime Safety Authority.

Local Waters Skipper

Day Skipper
A SAS Day Skipper (Sailing) is qualified
to skipper a sail boat under 100 gross tons
for sport and recreation on inland waters
by day or by night and at sea from sunrise
to sunset in his local waters.
Local
waters are defined as 15 nautical miles
from his home port, or 25 miles from his
home port provided he is no more than 15
nautical miles from an approved safe
haven.
Issued by South African Sailing, an
Authorised Agency of the South African
Maritime Safety Authority.
Coastal Skipper

A SAS Local Waters Skipper (Sailing) is
qualified to skipper a sail boat under 100
gross tons for sport and recreation on
inland waters by day or by night and at
sea by day or by night in his local waters.
Local waters are defined as 15 nautical
miles (nm) from his home port, or 25 nm
from his home port provided he is no
more than 15 nm from an approved safe
haven.
Issued by South African Sailing, an
Authorised Agency of the South African
Maritime Safety Authority.
Yachtmaster Offshore

A SAS Coastal Skipper (Sailing) is
qualified to skipper a sail boat under 100
gross tons for sport and recreation on
inland waters by day or by night and on
any coastal passage within 40 nautical
miles of the coast by day or by night.
Issued by South African Sailing, an
Authorised Agency of the South African
Maritime Safety Authority.

A SAS Yachtmaster Offshore (Sailing) is
qualified to skipper a sail boat under 100
gross tons for sport and recreation on
inland waters by day or by night and on
any extended or ocean passage.
Issued by South African Sailing, an
Authorised Agency of the South African
Maritime Safety Authority.

A Yachtmaster Ocean (Sailing) is
qualified to skipper a sail boat under 100
gross tons for sport and recreation on
inland waters by day or by night and on
any extended or ocean passage, and has
demonstrated mastery of celestial
navigation.
Issued by South African Sailing, an
Authorised Agency of the South African
Maritime Safety Authority
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Appendix II: SAS Certificates of Competence for sail and power
Description on the back of the certificate (actual size)
Inland Waters Skipper (Sail and Power)
A SAS Inland Waters Skipper (Sail and
Power) is qualified to skipper a sail boat
or a power boat under 100 gross tons for
sport and recreation on inland waters by
day or by night.
Issued by South African Sailing, an
Authorised Agency of the South African
Maritime Safety Authority.

Local Waters Skipper (Sail and Power)

Day Skipper (Sail and Power)
A SAS Day Skipper (Sail and Power) is
qualified to skipper a sail boat under 100
gross tons for sport and recreation on
inland waters by day or by night and at
sea from sunrise to sunset in his local
waters. Local waters are defined as 15
nautical miles (nm) from his home port,
or 25 nm from his home port provided he
is no more than 15 nm from an approved
safe haven.
A SAS Day Skipper (Sail and Power) is
also qualified to skipper a power boat
under 100 gross tons for sport and
recreation on inland waters by day or by
night and at sea not further than 15
nautical miles from the coast from sunrise
to sunset.
Issued by South African Sailing, an
Authorised Agency of the South African
Maritime Safety Authority.
Coastal Skipper (Sail and Power)

A SAS Local Waters Skipper (Sail and
Power) is qualified to skipper a sail boat
under 100 gross tons for sport and
recreation on inland waters by day or by
night and at sea by day or by night in his
local waters. Local waters are defined as
15 nautical miles (nm) from his home
port, or 25 nm from his home port
provided he is no more than 15 nm miles
from an approved safe haven.
A SAS Local Waters Skipper (Sail and
Power) is also qualified to skipper a
power boat under 100 gross tons for sport
and recreation on inland waters by day or
by night and at sea not further than 15 nm
from the coast by day or by night.
Issued by South African Sailing, an
Authorised Agency of the South African
Maritime Safety Authority.
Yachtmaster Offshore (Sail and Power)

A SAS Coastal Skipper (Sail and Power)
is qualified to skipper a sail boat or a
power boat under 100 gross tons for sport
and recreation on inland waters by day or
by night and on any coastal passage
within 40 nautical miles of the coast by
day or by night.
Issued by South African Sailing, an
Authorised Agency of the South African
Maritime Safety Authority.

A SAS Yachtmaster Offshore (Sail and
Power) is qualified to skipper a sail boat
or a power boat under 100 gross tons for
sport and recreation on inland waters by
day or by night and on any extended or
ocean passage.
Issued by South African Sailing, an
Authorised Agency of the South African
Maritime Safety Authority.

A SAS Yachtmaster Ocean (Sail and
Power) is qualified to skipper a sail boat
or a power boat under 100 gross tons for
sport and recreation on inland waters by
day or by night and on any extended or
ocean passage, and has demonstrated
mastery of celestial navigation.
Issued by South African Sailing, an
Authorised Agency of the South African
Maritime Safety Authority
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Appendix III
The SAS National Local Waters Certificates of Competence
Sailing only
Description on the back of the certificate (actual size)
A SAS National Local Waters Skipper is
qualified to skipper a sail boat under 100
gross tons for sport and recreation on
inland waters by day or by night and on
any coastal passage within 40 nautical
miles of the coast from the Berg River
Mouth to Cape Hangklip by day or by
night.
Issued by South African Sailing, an
Authorised Agency of the South African
Maritime Safety Authority.

Note: This ticket was a once off arrangement and will not be issued again. Lost certificates may be
replaced.
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10.8 The examination procedure
Except for the Skipper – Inland Waters (Restricted) and the Day Skipper - Local waters (Restricted)
certification, the small vessel certificate of competence examination consists of three parts. These are as
follows:



10.8.1

Written Examination
Oral Examination
Practical Examination

Written Examinations

All written examinations are to be divided into three sections, as follows:
Section 1:
40 % of the exam content must cover the subject of Chart work, and carries a pass mark of 60%;
Section 2:
40% of the exam content must cover the subjects of Emergency Procedures, Seamanship and Meteorology,
and carries a pass mark of 60%;
Section3:
20% of the exam content must cover Power, Law and Naval Architecture (where applicable), and carries a
pass mark of 50%.
Section
One

Contribution
40 %

Two

40 %

Three

20%

Total

100%

Content
Pass mark
Chart work
60%
Emergency Procedures
Seamanship
60%
Meteorology
Power
Law
50%
Naval Architecture
Candidate must pass each section of the exam.

The Elementary First Aid as detailed in the Code is considered to be a separate subject and the pass mark is
60% unless the candidate produces a level II certificate from St Johns, the Red Cross, or holds a SAMSA
approved Elementary First Aid Certificate.
The only written examination for an endorsement is the one for the dive endorsement and the pass mark for
this is 70%.
Examiners and accredited institutions must set their own written examination papers. The Code is to be used
when setting examination papers and examiners must not ask questions from outside the Code. The standard
and depth of knowledge required is that required by the code and must not vary greatly from examiner to
examiner.
NOTE:
In order to control the standard of written exams, appointed examiners and accredited institutions will be
subjected to ad hoc audits under the direction of SAMSA‘s relevant Regional Manager.
It is the intention of SAMSA to introduce national standard examination papers in the near future, in order
to ensure a national uniform standard for written examinations.
Written exams can be conducted at documented times at an accredited institution or under the control of a
SAMSA appointed examiner. In order to prevent incomplete applications lying around and cluttering
offices, as has been the case in the past, the SAMSA appointed examiners have been instructed by SAMSA
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not to admit any candidates to an examination unless they fully comply with all of the examination entry
requirements, including satisfying all of the seatime requirements.
As several categories have the same academic standard under the revised syllabus, there might be cases
where a written exam is not required; e.g. upgrading from a Category C to a Category B Daylight Skipper.
In such cases the word ―Exempt‖ can be filled in the examination results table.
Assessing Competence of Skippers
The SAMSA Small Vessel Code is found at annex 12 of the Policy. It lists the subjects that must be
examined for the various levels of skipper certificates. Furthermore, the code details the method of
assessment for each of the certificates of competency and the endorsements for the certificates.
The code is tabled in a modular format and candidates that have passed lower levels of certificates do not
need to repeat those examinations at higher levels. Each module details the competence required, level of
knowledge understanding and proficiency, method for demonstrating competence and the criteria for
evaluating competence. Examiners are to ensure that candidates have satisfied the criteria for evaluating
competence before assessing the candidate as competent.
The following subjects are listed in the code.
1.
Chart work
2.
Naval Architecture
3.
Power Plants
4.
Seamanship
5.
Meteorology
6.
Law (Small Vessels)
7.
Emergency Procedures
8.
Elementary First Aid
9.
Diving
10.
Boat Manoeuvring and handling
11.
Surf Launching
MSA section 77(2) requires that no person shall be admitted to an examination for a certificate of
competency... unless he [she] possesses the qualifications, and satisfies such other conditions, if any,
prescribed by regulation.
This ensures that a candidate‘s application for examination is thoroughly checked, by the examiner, before
the candidate is permitted to undertake examination. Any shortcomings can then be highlighted and rectified
before any examination is undertaken. Candidates are thereby not misinformed as to their status of being
issued with a skipper certificate once the examination has been completed.
Examiners should never confuse the attendance at a skipper training course for a skipper certificate of
competency examination. Candidates that have successfully completed an approved skipper training course
are entitled to a reduction in the experiential training requirements for that specific grade of certificate.
Where candidates have covered all the requirements for the award of a skipper certificate, then the exam for
passing the course and for the award of the skipper certificate could be combined into one; in other cases
candidates must return for an examination once they have satisfied all the requirements for the issue of that
specific grade of certificate. All applications for examination of candidates must be made on the approved
form (annex 6), as contained in the SAMSA Small Vessel Policy.
The SAMSA Small Vessel Policy dictates the requirements for small vessel exams at paragraph 10.8. The
examination of a candidate can consist of three parts: Written, Oral and Practical. Each competency listed in
the SAMSA small vessel code has detailed requirements regarding the method for demonstrating
competence.

MN13 of 2011 [Training Version]

Page 45

Written Examinations
Written Exam shall consist of at least three parts:
Examiners may set their own examination papers, ensuring that the aspects of the Small Vessel Code are
covered at each section of the paper. Approved skipper training programs will have preapproved skipper
exams as part of their accreditation. It is SAMSA‘s intention to introduce a national examination paper at
some time in the future. Updates in this regard shall be circulated.
All examination scripts must be retained, by the Authorised Agency, Accredited School or SAMSA
Principal Officer, for at least 3 years. Examinations are conducted under ‗closed-book‘ conditions. The
examination rules are contained in the Small Vessel Policy.
Oral and Practical Examinations
Oral and Practical examination can be conducted at the same time. The examination should be conducted on
board a vessel of the corresponding type as determined by the application. Evidence obtained during the
examination must be recorded and kept by the examiner.
The candidate normally provides the vessel for the practical examination. The examiner may make
arrangements for a vessel (of a suitable size and category) to be available for the examination.
Oral and Practical examinations are conducted after the written examinations, and only if the written
examination is passed. The Small Vessel Code specifies which competencies must be examined orally and
practically.
Where the examiner has discovered an area of academic weakness during the written examination or at
another time, the candidate may be re-examined on the subject during the oral/practical examination.
Candidates are either pass or fail an oral or practical examination. The results of the examination must be
communicated to the candidate.
Examinations for Restricted Certificates
Examinations for the Skipper – Inland Waters (Restricted) and Day Skipper – Local Waters (Restricted) are
practical examinations only. The sole purpose of this level of certification is to assist persons unable to
achieve any higher level of national certification to operate in their local area about which they must hold
relevant local knowledge.
The method for demonstrating competence for the restricted certificates is listed in the Small Vessel Code
and copied below. SAMSA has condensed these requirements into an assessment checklist that serves as an
aid memoir and a record of the examination and its result.
The Practical Examination for Skipper Inland Waters (Restricted) & Day Skipper (local waters)
restricted to certain geographical areas.














The practical examination should include any or all of the following where appropriate:
Pre-launch procedures - weather check, trip and ETA logged, crew briefing, radio check, craft check.
Launch craft - study launch site, con craft safely out to sea.
Anchor usage - let down, set and weigh anchor.
Ropes and knots - make basic knots and explain uses.
Routine checks - do routine checks such as weather condition, geographical position, fuel usage, keeping a proper
lookout.
Radio use - channel selection and voice procedures.
Outboard motors – a working knowledge on use, emergency repairs, maintenance.
Loading and trim - show knowledge of trim and proper stowage.
Man overboard drill - demonstrate correct and safe method for retrieving crew member.
Navigation - demonstrate compass steering, chart interpretation, position plotting on chart in use.
Landing craft - land craft safety.
After-use procedures - log return, after-use maintenance, inspect craft, note fuel used.
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10.8.2

Examination Procedures for written examinations

The examination scripts of the candidates must be kept for a minimum of three years and may be subject to
audit by SAMSA after reasonable notice (48hrs) of their intention to do so have been given. However,
examiners and accredited institutions are to keep long-term records of the persons examined and
examination results.
During any part of a written examination, a candidate may not:








refer to any unauthorized book or paper;
copy any work from another person;
afford any assistance or give any information to another person;
accept assistance or information from another person;
communicate in any way with another person other than the examiner or the invigilator
copy any part of the questions or answers for the purpose of taking these out of the examination room.
have access to or otherwise use a cell-phone or any other electronic storage device.

Any candidate who contravenes any of the provisions of this paragraph, or of disorderly or improper conduct in or
about the examination room, shall be regarded as having failed the whole of the examination and the event should be
recorded on the examination results.
SAMSA appointed examiners are required to notify all candidates within a maximum period of 30 days whether they
have passed or failed the examination. On completion of marking examination scripts, the Registrar of Seafarers in
Pretoria must be notified by the examiner in writing within 30 days of the results of the examination, irrespective of
whether the candidate has passed or failed the examination.

NOTE: SAMSA’s relevant Regional Manager, in consultation with the relevant examining authority,
is the final moderator in any dispute or question arising from any exam paper.
Skipper Exam Conducted and
Interim CoC issued
[Month 1/6]
[+30 days]

Skipper to collect or be posted original
skipper certficate.
Interim CoC has expired.

Submit application to
Agency/School/Port Office
Administration

[Month 6/6]

[Month 2/6]

[+180 days]

[+60 days]

Original certificate received by
Agency/School/Port Office
Administration

Registrar of Seafarers: processing of
application and issue of original
skipper certificacte

[Month 5/6]

[Month 3 & 4/6]

[+150 days]

[+120 days]
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10.8.3

Oral and Practical Examinations

Prior to this part of the exam being conducted, the candidate has to have completed all the logged sea-time
requirements for the certificate desired as well as any other statutory requirement as detailed in the matrix on
the front of the Code.
The practical exam must cover all the aspects of Manoeuvring, Boat Handling, and Surf Launching where
required, as detailed in the Code.
The oral examination will generally consist of those sections within the Code where oral examinations are
required to be undertaken as detailed in the column ―Methods for Determining Competence‖. In addition the
examiner should cover aspects of the Code that the examiner feels the candidate has shown weakness in the
written part of the examination. Examiners may also orally examine candidates on any part of the Code
should they feel that it is necessary.
SAMSA Small Vessel Code
Boat Manoeuvring and Handling
Seamanship
Emergency Procedures
Law (Small Vessels)
[Required for ≥9m commercial endorsement]
Surf Launching
Elementary First Aid [Coastal Skipper ≥9m]

10.8.4

Oral and Practical Examination
Yes.
Required for all grades of skipper examinations.
Competencies and Criteria as per code.
Yes. Module 2 only
Yes
Yes (Evidenced by Certificate of Pass for course)

Application forms (SAMSA)

Applications made to SAMSA examiners at the port offices are to be in the form attached as Annexure 6
and in the manner prescribed by procedure. When the application has been assessed by an examiner, and
found to be suitable in terms of sea-service on the type of vessels referred to in the flowcharts and any other
requirements, the exam process may continue. If not, the candidate is to be advised as to the reasons why the
application is not acceptable and deficiencies therein must be rectified. It may be that a candidate has
acceptable sea-service and other qualifications for a lower certificate than what is being applied for. In that
case, the lower certificate application may be processed should the candidate desire this.
When the required written, practical, oral, endorsement criteria if any, and all other requirements as detailed
in this notice have been complied with, the examiner must issue an Interim certificate to the candidate which
is valid for a period of six months. The examiner then completes the prescribed form (Annex 6) detailing the
exact nature and type of certificate that is to be issued, and submits this form along with any other required
documentation, including a copy of the Interim certificate, directly to the Registrar of Seafarers in Pretoria.
Government Notice 807 of 30 July 2009
South African Maritime Safety Act
Determination of Charges
Regulations dealing with refunds and fees when examinations are missed or failed
The following provisions have effect in relation to Part 4 [Certification of seafarers, etc]:
6

(a) If, through circumstances beyond his or her control, a candidate is unable to sit or complete an examination for which a charge has
been paid, the candidate is entitled to the refund of the charge. An administration fee of 30% will be charged on such refund.
(b) (Not used.)
(c) If a candidate has already paid the charge for an examination for a certificate of competency or an endorsement thereto and fails in
either or both parts of the colour and form vision tests and elects not to complete the rest of the examination, the candidate is entitled to
the refund of the examination charge. An administration fee of 30% will be charged on such refund.
(d) Subject to subparagraph (c), a candidate who fails in any part of an examination is not entitled to the refund of any relative charge.
(e) Where a candidate is assessed by an examiner to have insufficient sea service to attempt an examination for which a charge has been
paid, the candidate is entitled to the refund of half the charge.
(f) An applicant for dispensation is not entitled to the refund of any relative charge if the application is unsuccessful.
(g) A candidate who submits false or misleading documentation in an application for certification or examination is not entitled to the
refund of any relative charge.
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41 Small vessels skippers

(1) The following charges are payable for examination and certificates of competence as skipper (small vessels):
(a) if the candidate is examined a SAMSA appointed examiner:
(i) for a vessel more than 9 metres in length—R900;
(ii) for a vessel of 9 metres or less in length—R750
(b) if the candidate holds a valid certificate of competence as skipper (small vessels) that was issued before 1 April 2004 and that is
evaluated for conversion to the new national certificate—R350;
(c) if the candidate has been examined at an authorised agency or accredited institution or by an authorised examiner (other than an
officer)—R350.
[The fee in 41(1)(a)(i)and(ii) includes the fee to be paid to SAMSA in 41(1)(c). The R350 must be paid to the registrar of seafarers who will
issue the original skipper CoC.]
(2) The following charges are payable for a subsequent endorsement to a certificate of competence as skipper (small vessels):
(a) if the candidate is examined by SAMSA appointed examiner—R350;
(b) if the candidate has been examined at an authorised agency or accredited institution or by an SAMSA accredited examiner—R350.
(c) a charge of R350 is payable for the issue or re-issue of a certificate of competence.
[The fees quoted in 41(2) are those that must be paid to SAMSA Registrar of Seafarers for the issue of a Certificate of Competency; if an
examination is required for the specific endorsement this is charged as per reg 41(1)(a).]
[The words that are included in the square brackets are added for explanation and are not in the original regulations.]

10.9 SAMSA Policy on Conversion and Upgrades of Previously Issued Certification
At the moment all existing valid certification is still acceptable, however, with the introduction of new
national standards and levels of competency there are going to be skippers wanting to (or in some cases
required to) convert their ‗old‘ certificates to the new national format. In the future, a time limit may be
imposed for conversion of ‗old‘ certificates to the new national format. Proper notification will be issued
should this occur.
In the past SAMSA policy was always that the agency responsible for issuing the certificate was also
responsible for upgrading or converting them to the new format. However, one could argue that ALL legally
issued certification was issued under the ultimate authority of SAMSA.
Therefore, where conversion is required the SAMSA office approached must make every reasonable effort
to assist the public in converting whatever certification is presented.
NOTE: Even if the SAMSA office concerned does not feel competent to assess the relevant certification
they are to assist the client nevertheless by making whatever inquiries are required and consulting other
offices before sending the documents to Pretoria (Registrar of Seafarers).
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To aid Principal Officers and Authorised Agencies the following conversion table is for your
guidance.
New National
Certification
Coastal Skipper <9m

PRINCIPLES REGARDING CONVERSION OF PREVIOUSLY ISSUED
CERTIFICATES
A holder of any CASA or SAS ‗Coastal Skipper‘ certification may be issued a
small motor driven Coastal Skipper Certificate <9m (without a surf launching
endorsement).
All so called ―National Skippers Certificates‖ previously issued by Pretoria for
category A1(1)- 40 nautical miles, or A1(4)- 10 nautical miles vessels, as long as
they are without ―daylight operation only‖ limitations, may be converted to a
small motor driven Coastal Skipper Certificate <9m, (without a surf launching
endorsement unless already so endorsed.)

Day Skipper <9m and
≥9m

The wording regarding the type of vessel is to be interpreted and converted to the
standard wording by the examiner or SAMSA office processing the conversion.
In the case of all certification (except those mentioned in the space above) issued
by any SAMSA offices, SAMSA appointed examiners, authorised agents under
the old system or current SA Sailing Day Skipper certification, the specific
competency and type of vessel is to be interpreted (for conversion) by the deck
examiner at the SAMSA office processing the conversion.
The certificate issued when presented with these old certificates must be a Day
Skipper Certificate <9m or ≥9m, suitably endorsed in the ―additional
endorsement‖ section to allow him to continue with whatever activity he was
previously considered competent to carry out.

Coastal Skipper ≥9m

Skipper
≥9m

Offshore

Candidates are NOT to obtain higher certification by this conversion.
Example:
A recreational certificate No xxx issued by a SAMSA office for day and night
operations 10 miles offshore between orange river and storms river mouth.
Conversion:
Day Skipper Category C <9m, using standard wording with an additional
endorsement stating: ―Competent to skipper a category C pleasure vessel between
the Orange river and Storms river mouth day and night in accordance with
certificate no xxx dated xxxx.
SAS or CASA ‗Coastal Skipper‘, with the addition of the ancillary courses and
the required additional oral examination by a SAMSA examiner.
NO Previously issued SAMSA ≥9m certification qualifies automatically for
equivalency, except where decided otherwise by the relevant Regional Manager.
Existing certificates must be evaluated carefully before conversion, but in no case
must the new certification be issued without the addition of the required ancillary
courses.
SAS or CASA ‗Skipper Offshore‘, with the addition of the ancillary courses and
the required oral examination by a SAMSA examiner.
NO Previously issued SAMSA ≥9m certification qualifies automatically for
equivalency, except where decided otherwise by the relevant Regional Manager.
Existing certificates must be evaluated carefully before conversion, but in no case
must the new certification be issued without the addition of the required ancillary
courses.
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The national certification system is constructed with the intention that skippers upgrade their CoC to higher
categories if and when required.
Written examinations for the following grades of CoC are valid for upgrade:
Original CoC
Upgrade
Written Examination
Skipper Category R
Day Skipper Category E
Exempt (Sea time only)*
Day Skipper Category E
Day Skipper Category C
Required
Day Skipper Category C
Day Skipper Category B
Exempt (Sea time Only)*
Day Skipper Category B
Skipper Coastal
Required
Skipper Coastal
Skipper Offshore
Required
*Where examiners are unsatisfied with the candidates‘ competency, based on the documentation alone, they
may insist on a practical and/or oral examination.
Skippers that wish to obtain ≥9m certification must produce proof of the required experiential training for
the specific grade of CoC onboard ≥9m boats. Examiners, that are specifically appointed, normally conduct
a practical and/or oral exam when upgrading to ≥9m certification.

11 Certification administration of the national certification system
11.1 Issuing of small vessel certificates of competence
The Registrar of Seafarers in Pretoria must issue and maintain records of all (full term) national certificates
of competence. Any other agency appointed as a certifying authority (SA Sailing is the only other authority
issuing certification at present) must keep proper records.
Appointed examiners and accredited training providers participating in the national system may only issue
the ―interim certification‖ provided for in this document. Previous versions of interim certification issued by
authorised agencies are no longer acceptable.

11.2 Applications to be routed through a SAMSA office or a secretariat of
an Authorised Agency to the Registrar of Seafarers for the issue of a
national certificate
When any SAMSA appointed examiner (or accredited training institution) has completed the examination as
per the Code and issued an Interim Certificate, they should apply through their secretariat or a SAMSA
office to the Registrar of Seafarers for the issuing of the full term national certificate in the form prescribed
by SAMSA. (Annex 6) Quality controls may entail channelling applications through SAMSA offices or
secretariats which is quite acceptable.
No personalised application forms will be accepted.
The selection of national certificates has been reduced and further defined. Examiners are required to be
very clear regarding the certificate to be issued, and it must be in compliance with the policies explained
throughout this document.

11.3 Standard wording on National Certification
Following are some examples of the wording format to be used, which are supplied in order to aid in
standardisation: (Except where provided, examiners must not expect SAMSA to deviate from using the
standard wording as this has in the past slowed down the issuing of certification.)
REMINDER: All <9m national certification is automatically intended for use on both pleasure and
commercial vessels. Only a SAMSA office may examine candidates for ≥9m commercial certification. In
the case of other examinations conducted by other examiners or institutions for skippers of pleasure vessels
≥9m, the description of the ―Category and description‖ must state that it is for pleasure.
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11.3.1.1

Skipper- Inland waters (restricted)
[For skippers operating on certain restricted inland waters only]
Type and category of vessel involved:
‗Category R [description of type of vessel] [<9m or ≥9m]‘
Level of competency and limitations:
―Skipper limited to power driven vessels operating in inland waters in the area(s)
[geographical restriction placed here. Also specify whether day only, day and night or any
other restriction]‖
Additional endorsements: Allowed as per standard wording below

11.3.1.2

Skipper - Inland Waters
Type and category of vessel involved:
‗Any Category R vessel‘
Level of competency and limitations:
‗Skipper of a power driven vessel limited to operating within a Port, fishing harbour, tidal
river, lagoon, estuary and all inland waters in South Africa.‘
Additional endorsements: Allowed as per standard wording below

11.3.2

Day Skipper - Local Waters (restricted) <9m or ≥9m
[For skippers going to sea in a defined area]
Type and category of vessel involved:
‗Category [Category plus description of type of vessel] [<9m or ≥9m]‘
Level of competency and limitations:
―Day Skipper limited to power driven vessels operating [distance restriction written here]
mile(s) from shore; proceeding to sea from [a particular commercial harbour, fishing
harbour, or a protected launch site], in the area [geographical restriction placed here]
Additional endorsements: Allowed as per standard wording below

11.3.3

Day Skipper Category E <9m or ≥9m
Type and category of vessel involved:
Category E vessels [<9m or >9m], and any non passenger vessel on inland waters in South
Africa, day or night.
Level of competency and limitations:
‗Day Skipper of a power driven vessel limited to one nautical mile from shore and 15 nautical
miles from an approved launch site; proceeding to sea from a commercial harbour, fishing
harbour, or a protected launch site.‘
Additional endorsements: Allowed as per standard wording below
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Day Skipper Category C <9m or ≥9m
Type and category of vessel involved:
‗Category C vessel [<9m or >9m], and any non passenger vessel on inland waters in South
Africa, day or night.

11.3.4

Level of competency and limitations:
‗Day Skipper of a power driven vessel limited to 15 nautical miles from shore; proceeding to
sea from a commercial harbour, fishing harbour, or a protected launch site.‘
Additional endorsements: Allowed as per standard wording below
Day Skipper Category B <9m or ≥9m
Type and category of vessel involved:
‗Category B vessel [<9m or >9m], and any non passenger vessel on inland waters in South
Africa, day or night.

11.3.5

Level of competency and limitations:
‗Day Skipper of a power driven vessel limited to 40 nautical miles from shore; proceeding to
sea from a commercial harbour, fishing harbour, or a protected launch site.‘
Additional endorsements: Allowed as per standard wording below
Coastal Skipper <9m or ≥9m
Type and category of vessel involved:
‗Category B vessel <9m, and any non passenger vessel on inland waters in South Africa, day
or night.

11.3.6

Or
‗Category B [pleasure or commercial] vessel ≥9m, and any non passenger vessel on inland
waters in South Africa, day or night.
Level of competency and limitations:
‗Coastal Skipper limited to 40 nautical miles from shore; proceeding to sea from a
commercial harbour, fishing harbour, or a protected launch site.‘
Additional endorsements: Allowed as per standard wording below
Skipper Offshore <9m or ≥9m
Type and category of vessel involved:
‗Category A vessel <9m, and any non passenger vessel on inland waters in South Africa, day
or night.

11.3.7

Or
‗Category A [pleasure or commercial] vessel ≥9m, and any non passenger vessel on inland
waters in South Africa, day or night.
Level of competency and limitations:
‗Skipper Offshore proceeding to sea on any extended ocean passage, from a commercial
harbour, fishing harbour, or a protected launch site.‘
Additional endorsements: Allowed as per standard wording below
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11.3.8

Dive Skipper Endorsement
‗Competent to act as a skipper of a vessel engaged in diving operations.‘

11.3.9

Passenger Vessel (Restricted) Endorsement
‗Competent to act as a skipper of a small passenger vessel restricted to a specified, lagoon, estuary,
tidal river or inland waterway [during daylight hours only or day and night] (The daylight restriction may be
removed at the examiner’s discretion)
Note that passenger operations in a TNPA Port require an Unrestricted Endorsement
11.3.10

Passenger Vessel (Unrestricted) Endorsement
‗Competent to act as a skipper of a small passenger vessel [specify whether day, day and
night or any other time restriction], restricted to 5 nautical miles from shore and 15 nautical miles from a
safe haven.
11.3.11

Surf Launching Endorsement
‗Competent to launch a [specify type of craft ie. jetski, semi-rigid or ski boat] through the surf
from a designated launch site on the south and east coast of the RSA.‘
11.3.12

Sailing Vessel Endorsement
‗Competent to act as a skipper of a sailing vessel.‘

11.3.13

Commercial Night Endorsement
(APPLICATIONS TO BE SIGNED BY THE PRINCIPAL OFFICER ONLY)

New Certification:
‗Competent to carry out a commercial night fishing operation [define type of fishing operation]; restricted to
[a limited and defined geographical area]‘
Converted Certification:
SAMSA examiners may have to interpret the wording on existing commercial certification in a way which
does not interfere with them earning a livelihood, so wording will differ from case to case in accordance
with the limitations of the original endorsement. The endorsement should also refer to the original certificate
number. A brief explanation must accompany the application.
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12 Policy regarding Eyesight and Medical Tests
All candidates for the Coastal Skipper and Skipper Offshore ≥9m commercial certificates are required to
pass the prescribed SAMSA letter and lantern test which are carried out at certain SAMSA offices. (The
reason being the portability of these certificates to >25GT vessels and subsequent career paths.) The
SAMSA letter and lantern test is also required by candidates applying for the passenger vessel (unrestricted)
endorsement.
The eyesight test for the lower levels of certification may be carried out by the doctor conducting a medical
examination, and included in the doctor‘s certificate. For other cases where an eyesight certificate is
specifically required (excluding the cases mentioned in the paragraph above), this may be an eyesight test
certificate issued either by a SAMSA office, or by an optometrist who is a member of the South African
Medical Association.
The test certificate shall be valid for a period of one year. It must state:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

the date of examination;
the name and address of the examining body or organisation;
the signature of the examiner;
whether or not the candidate has passed or failed the lantern (or Ishihara) test specified below; and
whether or not the candidate passed the letter test with or without aids to vision.

The sight test shall comprise a letter and lantern test. Where there is no lantern available the requirements of
the ―Ishihara‖ card test for colour-blindness will suffice. The tests are as follows:

12.1 The letter test
Shall be conducted on Snellen‘s principle by means of sheets which will contain 6 lines, the 3rd, 4th, 5th,
and 6th lines corresponding to standards 6/24, 6/18, 6/12 and 6/9 respectively, and the candidate will be
required to read correctly down to and including line 6, with either or both eyes, with or without aids to
vision.

12.2 The lantern test
Will be the same as that conducted by SAMSA for candidates seeking admission to an examination for a
first certificate of competency as deck officer or fisherman. (Only available at selected SAMSA offices)

12.3 The “Ishihara” card test
Will be the test that is specified in the booklet entitled; ―The Series of Plates designed as Tests for ColourBlindness by Doctor Shinobu Ishihara‖.
NOTE:
An examination candidate who is colour blind shall be limited to Day Skipper Certification.
No aids to vision to correct colour-blindness deficiencies in a candidate‘s ability to pass the lantern or
Ishihara card tests will be permitted.
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12.4 Medical Certificates
Medical Certificates (These are required for Commercial Coastal Skipper and Offshore Skipper ≥9m
Certificates, as well as unrestricted passenger vessel endorsements). These certificates can only be obtained
from SAMSA approved doctors, a list of which is published from time to time in a Marine Notice. The latest
copy may be obtained from the nearest SAMSA port office or from www.samsa.org.za.
Doctors Certificates on Prescribed Form. (These are required for the intermediate certificates as specified).
These certificates can be obtained from any registered doctor, provided he issues the certificate on the
prescribed form, which is attached to this Marine Notice as Annex 17..
Any Doctors Certificates (These are required for the lower levels of Skipper Certificates as specified).
These certificates can be obtained from any registered doctor. There is no particular format; however the
doctor shall declare the candidate fit to operate a small vessel.

MN13 of 2011 [Training Version]

Page 56

13. Accreditation of training institutions and appointment of
examiners.
13.1 Introduction.
There are two different methods by which a person can obtain a national small vessel certificate of
competency, detailed as follows:
1.
By attendance at an accredited institution, passing a theoretical, practical examination and/or oral
exam in accordance with the Code and having met the sea time requirements as per SAMSA policy for the
certificate desired.
Or
2.
By being examined by a SAMSA appointed examiner working through a SAMSA office, passing a
theoretical, practical exam and/or oral examination in accordance with the Code and having met the sea time
requirements as per SAMSA policy for the certificate desired.
It has recently come to the attention of SAMSA that a number of SAMSA appointed small vessel examiners
have not been complying with the SAMSA small vessel policy, either due to a misunderstanding of the
policy, total disregard for the policy, or a combination of both. It is the intention of SAMSA to regularly
audit the activities of all small vessel examiners in the future. SAMSA reserves the right to either withdraw
the accreditation of an examiner, or not renew the accreditation of an examiner, where recurring problems
arise.
SAMSA Small Vessel Examiners are appointed in writing by SAMSA Regional Managers on behalf of the
Head: Centre for Boating, for a maximum period of three years, and examiners are issued with a small
vessel examiner number. The names, personal details, contact numbers, and categories for which they are
accredited to examine are then published in a Marine Notice, which is made available to the Registrar of
Seafarers in Pretoria. Any documentation submitted by an examiner not listed in the relevant Marine Notice
will be rejected by the Registrar of Seafarers, and action will be taken against the person submitting such
documentation.
SA Sailing is the only agency currently authorised to issue certification other than the national certification.
They are authorised to issue skippers of pleasure vessels with sailing certification on >6m sailing vessels.
Accredited training providers and institutions desiring to provide training under this policy must apply as
detailed below. Note that accreditation in general will be limited to skipper certification for vessels <9m and,
in some cases, certification for pleasure vessels ≥9m. (i.e. SAMSA will be the only examination body for
skippers of commercial vessels of >9m, in accordance with the policy in this document.)
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13.2

Accreditation as a training institution

13.2.1

General requirements of a training institution

To be accredited as a maritime training institution that is authorised to conduct approved training in terms of the
Merchant Shipping (National Small Vessel Safety) Regulations, 2007 (as amended), a training
provider shall—
(a)
have appointed instructors who—
(i)
have
an
appreciation of
the
training programme
and
an
understanding of
the
specific training objectives for the particular type of training to be conducted;
(ii)
are qualified in the task for which the training is to be provided.
(iii)
hold national certification of at least similar or higher than the certificate being taught
(b)

have SAMSA appointed examiners who are familiar in assessment methods and practice and who meet the
requirements of 13.3 below and—
have an appropriate level of knowledge and understanding of the competence to be assessed;
are qualified in the task for which the assessment is to be made;
hold national certification of at least similar or higher than the certificate being examined

(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(c)

maintain records of all ‗interim‘ certificates, or any other certificate issued to students who complete their
maritime training with the institution, incorporating details of the training
received and the relevant dates, together with their full names, identity numbers,
and dates and places of birth; and

(d)

continuously monitor its training and assessment activities through an appropriate quality-standards system to
ensure achievement of its defined objectives including those concerning the
qualifications and experience of its instructors and assessors; A report to this effect must
be made annually to SAMSA‘s Senior Deck Examiner.

13.2.2

(i)
(ii)

Training programmes

The content of a training programme or course shall—
(a)
be structured in accordance with written programmes that—
are based on the relevant syllabi in the Code;
include such methods and media of delivery, procedures, and course material as are necessary to achieve the
standard of competence specified in the Code; and
(b) be conducted, monitored, evaluated and supported by persons qualified in accordance with 13.2.1(a) and
(b).

13.2.3

Applications for accreditation of a Training Institution

An application for accreditation shall be made in writing and must include the information detailed below, and must
be accompanied by any documents specified by the Authority. These would normally
include—
(a) Name and physical address of the training provider;
(b) Details of the assessors (examiners) and lecturers and their qualifications;
(c) The description of the course and of it‘s content (which must be appropriate to the level of
competency being assessed, and be referenced to the Code) together with the study plans;
(d) Details of a quality control system to ensure that standards are maintained and training objectives met;
(e) The method of assessment as detailed in the Code (i.e. examination papers and aids used);
(f) Training and assessment facilities; and
(g) A specimen copy of any certification e.g. a certificate to show that they have passed any part of an
examination or endorsement. (SAMSA will issue institutions with official ―interim‖ certificates of
competence.)
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Note:
(1)

SAMSA will not consider applications from a single individual as not only is it SAMSA policy that the
lecturer cannot be the examiner, but sustainability of the institution is very important in
matters such as training and examination. Candidates must also not be inconvenienced
due to illness or other reasons, so continuity and survivability of the institution is a
requirement.

(2)

Accredited institutions will be subject to ad hoc audits and a full re-evaluation after three years, by the
Authority so as to verify that the administrative and operational procedures at all levels
are managed, organised, undertaken, supervised and monitored internally in order to
ensure their fitness for the purpose and achievement of stated objectives.

(3)

The certificate referred to in (g) must contain at least the following information:(i)
The name of the candidate
(ii)
The identification number of the candidate
(iii) The name of the institution
(iv)
The course for which the candidate was found to be competent
(v)
The name and signature of the appointed examiner
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13.3

Appointment as a SAMSA Examiner

To be considered for appointment as a SAMSA examiner the following details are to be provided:(a) Name and physical address of the examiner;
(b) Details of the examiner and their qualifications;
(c) The description of the theoretical and practical level of competency for which appointment is
requested; (which must be appropriate to the level of competency of the examiner, and be referenced
to the Code)
(d) The method of assessment as detailed in the Code (i.e. examination papers and aids used);
(e) Details of a quality control system to ensure certificates are not fraudulently issued or obtained;
(f) A specimen copy of any certification, as detailed in 13.2.3 above; e.g. proof of passing any part of an
examination or endorsement (SAMSA will issue examiners with official ―interim‖ certificates of
competence.)
(g) All applications from examiners conducting examinations under the auspices of an authorised agency
are to be accompanied by letters of reference from their authorised agency.
(h) Any other examiners will have to prove not only their competence but also their knowledge of the
examination regime to an examiner identified by the senior deck examiner.
NOTE:
(1) At no time may the lecturer presenting a training course become the examiner. We are presently
investigating the possibility of separating the functions of accredited training institutions and appointed
examiners. A decision may be expected in this regard in due course.
(2) All examiners will be subject to ad hoc audits during their appointment by the Authority so as to verify that
the administrative and operational procedures are managed, organised, undertaken, and monitored in
accordance with SAMSA examination policy and appointments may be withdrawn at any time for reasons
of non-compliance.
(3) Appointments are for three years and are made solely at the discretion of SAMSA and may be withdrawn
at any time for reasons of non-compliance. The decision of the relevant Regional Manager or the Head :
Centre for Boating in deciding these matters will be final. A full re-evaluation will be carried out before
any re-appointment after any three year period.
(4) Appointments of new examiners would initially be made for a period of one year, after which the
appointment would be evaluated prior to any appointment for an additional period.
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Conduct of Examiners
The examinations for Skipper CoC shall only be conducted by those persons who have been appointed as
such and have a letter of appointment. SAMSA has entrusted its examiners with the responsibility of
conducting the examinations within the limits of the SAMSA Small Vessel Policy.
Examiners act under the direct control of the Principal Officer of the port area in which they conduct the
examination.
Where transgressions are discovered the Merchant Shipping Act, at sec 313, has provision for penalties.
The penalties are particularly harsh!

Merchant Shipping Act, 57 of 1951
Penalties for offences
313.
(2) Every person who is guilty of an offence under this Act mentioned in Column 1hereunder shall on
conviction be liable to a penalty not exceeding the penalty mentioned in Column 2 hereunder opposite the
offence:
Column 1
Column 2
Contravening or failing to comply with
Penalty
the following provisions
316(a), (b), (e), (f), (g) or (h)
Fine, or imprisonment for a period not exceeding one
year.
315 or 316(c)
Fine, or imprisonment for a period not exceeding two
years.

Forgery and other fraudulent acts

315. No person shall—
(a) forge any document issued under this Act; or
(b) make any false representation for the purpose of procuring the issue of any document under this Act, or for
the purpose of inducing any person to do any act which by this Act he is authorized to do; or
(c) produce or otherwise put off any forged document purporting to be a document issued under this Act,
which he knows to be forged; or
(d) knowingly produce or otherwise use any document issued under this Act which has been cancelled or
suspended or which has expired or to which he is not entitled; or
(e) make in any document, produced or delivered to any person authorized to receive it under this Act, any
statement which he knows is untrue in any particular; or
(f) produce or deliver any document which contains any statement which he knows is untrue in any particular
to any person authorized to receive it under this Act; or
(g) lend to any person who he knows is not entitled thereto a document issued under this Act or allow any such
document to be used by any such person.

Obstructing administration of Act
316. No person shall—
(f) insult, resist, hinder or mislead any person or court upon whom any duty is imposed
or any power is conferred or to whom any function is entrusted by or under this Act, in the discharge of that
duty or the exercise of that power or the performance of that function, or refuse or fail to give all reasonable
assistance, when called upon to do so, to any such person or court in such discharge, exercise or performance,
or hinder or prevent any other person from assisting any such person or court in such discharge, exercise or
performance; or
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13.4

Applications and where to apply

All applications for accreditation of training institutions as well as appointments of examiners are to be
made through the Principal Officer at the port closest to the training institution or examiner. For applications
in closer proximity to the Pretoria Office, these are to be made through the Operations Manager.
The Principal Officer at that port will evaluate the application and forward the application together with the
report on the evaluation process to the relevant Regional Manager, or for the Pretoria Office, to the Head:
Centre for Boating. Note that any appointments of examiners are to be signed by the relevant Regional
Manager, or alternatively by the Head: Centre for Boating.
Evaluations may not be carried out for examiners or institutions not in the Principal Officer‘s area of
control. Principal Officers are to apply themselves to the applications and ensure that the requirements of
SAMSA‘s small vessel policy have been satisfied. To this end, the format of the reports to be made in
respect of institutions and examiners are attached as annexes 13 and 14.
Where the port has no deck surveyors the Principal Officer may request assistance from the Senior Deck
Examiner. No part of the report must be without an appropriate comment.

14. Application of the regulations to “very small” pleasure vessels
The Merchant Shipping (National Small Vessel Safety) Regulations, 2007 (as amended) apply equally to all
vessels used in South African waters accessible to the public and are not so onerous that they cannot be
reasonably applied.
Any commercially operated (including hire companies) small vessels are to be numbered and licensed in the
normal way by SAMSA.
The smaller pleasure vessels such as kayaks, canoes, sailing dinghies and other sailing vessels under 7
metres, rowing boats and other vessels powered by human-power, power driven vessels powered by engines
≤15 HP, jetskis and the like are either exempted from parts of the regulations or have special provisions
which apply to them, briefly as follows;
Vessels under 3 metres may not go to sea except in areas designated by a regulating authority, but in any
event no more than 1000 metres offshore. This restriction might not apply on inland waters as they are not
―going to sea‖ but they must still be operated in the areas designated for their use by the regulating authority.
Jetskis are all over 15HP so will require to be marked with an approved number, have certificates of fitness
and be operated by or under the constant guidance of a skipper. Persons who are under 16 years of age or
who are learning may only operate the craft under the guidance and supervision of an authorised agency or
under the guidance of a skipper who is certified by an authorised agency to be a competent person engaged
in training for a competitive sport. The designation for any jetski <3 metres is always a category R.
Jetskis >3 metres in length should be categorised as a category D, E or R vessels in exactly the same manner
as any other vessel in accordance with the owners usage of the vessel. Category R Jetskis (of any size) are to
comply with Annexure 2 (2) of the (National Small Vessel Safety) Regulations 2007.
Certificates of competency issued to skippers of Jetskis must be suitably endorsed “for the purpose of
operating Jetskis only.”
Pleasure sailing vessels under 9 metres length overall and pleasure power driven vessels ≤15HP do not
require to be operated by a certificated skipper in terms of these regulations.
Sailing dinghies and non-power driven vessels <7m are exempted from the construction and design
requirements (Annex 1), the colouring of vessels (regulation 9), the marking of vessels, the carrying of a
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certificate of Fitness (part 4) but they shall have sufficient buoyancy to keep the vessel afloat when
completely swamped and shall carry the safety equipment provided for in the table in Annexure 2(2).

15. The Issue of Interim Certificates of Competency by Hire Boat
Operators
The skipper of a Category R Vessel used on inland waters which has been hired from a hire boat operator
would as a minimum be required to be in possession of a SAMSA approved Interim Certificate of
Competence.
The larger Hire Boat Operators have applied a tremendous effort in compiling a training manual, which
includes both theoretical as well as practical training for skippers prior to them taking charge of a hire boat.
This has culminated in a Code of Operation for Hire Boats being promulgated by SAMSA.
In terms of this Code, the Hire Boat Operator would be required to make an application to their nearest
SAMSA Regional Manager for the accreditation of their examiners to issue Interim Certificates of
Competence, which would be at the Skipper Inland Water (Restricted) level and so worded as to limit the
skipper to the specific Hire Operator as well as clearly specifying the area of operation and the type of vessel
for which the certificate is valid. An example of the Interim Certificate to be issued is attached as Annexure
11.
To be considered for appointment as an examiner for a Hire Boat Operator, the following details are to be
provided:(a) Name and physical address of the examiner
(b) Details of the examiner and their qualifications
(c) Copies of training material to be supplied to the candidate
(d) The method of assessment, both theoretical and practical
(e) Details of a quality control system to ensure certificates are not fraudulently issued or obtained
Upon receipt of an application for appointment of an examiner as above, the premises would be visited by a
SAMSA examiner. The training material as well as the applicant examiners would be assessed theoretically
and practically in order to ascertain their suitability to be appointed as examiners.
All examiners will be subjected to ad hoc audits during their appointment so as to verify that the
administrative and operational procedures are managed, organised, undertaken, and monitored in accordance
with SAMSA policy and appointments may be withdrawn at any time for reasons of non-compliance.
Appointments would be for three years and made solely at the discretion of SAMSA and may be withdrawn
at any time for reasons of non-compliance. The decision of the relevant Regional Manager in deciding these
matters would be final. A full re-evaluation would be carried out before any re-appointment of an examiner
after any three year period.
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ANNEX 6
NOTIFICATION OF COMPLETION OF A NATIONAL SMALL VESSEL
CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCY EXAMINATION
APPLICATION TO THE REGISTRAR FOR THE ISSUE OF A
NATIONAL SMALL VESSEL CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCY
A. PERSONAL PARTICULARS OF APPLICANT
Surname:.......................................................................................................................................................
First Names:..................................................................................................................................................
Identity Number:...........................................................................................................................................
Height:.......................... Eye Colour:..............................

Hair Colour:.....................................................

Permanent Address: ...................................................... Postal Address: ....................................................
......................................................

...................................................

......................................................

...................................................

......................................................

...................................................

Telephone No (H)............................................(W)...........................................(Cell)…...............................
Email Address:……………………………………………………………………………………………..
Current certificate held .............................................................................................. No. ...........................
B. APPLICATION FOR A SMALL VESSEL CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCY
I, the applicant, herby make application for examination towards the following grade of small vessel
certificate of competency or endorsement, as applicable:
GRADE OF CERTIFICATE
Circle
√
Skipper Inland Waters (Restricted)
<9m or > 9m
Skipper Inland Waters
Day Skipper – Local Waters (Restricted)
<9m or > 9m
Day Skipper Category E
<9m or > 9m
Day kipper Category C
<9m or > 9m
Day Skipper Category B
<9m or > 9m
Coastal Skipper
<9m or > 9m
Skipper Offshore
<9m or > 9m
√
TYPE OF ENDORSEMENT
Commercial Dive Skipper Endorsement
Passenger Vessel (Restricted) Endorsement
Passenger Vessel (Un estricted) Endorsement
Surf Launching Endorsement
Sailing Vessel Endorsement
Commercial Night Endorsement (ALL Applications to be signed by Principal Officer.)
Name and Surname
Signature of
Fee Paid &
Date
Place
of Applicant
Applicant
Invoice Number
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ACCOMPANIED

BY

THE

Coastal Skipper (>9 metres ) (Pleasure <100GT)

Coastal Skipper (>9 metres ) (Commercia

Skipper Offshore (<9 metres)

Skipper Offshore ( >9 metres) (Pleasure <100GT)

Skipper Offshore (>9 metres) (Commercial <25GT)

Surf Launch Endorsement

Commercial Dive Skipper Endorsement

Sailing Vessel Endorsement

Passenger Vessel Endorsement (Un-restricted)

Passenger Vessel Endorsement (Restricted)

Commercial Night Endorsement (Signed by P.O.)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Minimum Age
(18 for all commercial vessel CoC)

16

16

16

16

16

18

16

16

18

16

18

16

18

18

18

2x Photos

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Medical from any Doctor*

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Day Skipper -Category E (<9m or ≥9m)

X

Small Vessel
Certificate of
Competency or
Endorsement

Skipper - Inland Waters

Copy of ID Document

Grade

Skipper - Inland Waters (Restricted)

Coastal Skipper (<9m) [Cat B: Day and night]

SUPPORTING

Day Skipper - Category B (<9m or ≥9m)

FOLLOWING

Day Skipper - Category C (<9m or ≥9m)

<25GT)

BE

Day Skipper -Local Waters (Restrict d) (<9m or ≥9m)

APPLICATIONS MUST
DOCUMENTATION

Medical on Prescribed Form*
(Annex 17)

X

SAMSA Medical*
Doctor or Optometrist Eye test*

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

Proficiency in Liferaft Course
[Personal Survival Techniques]
Elementary First Aid or Level II

X

Endorsements

Surf Launch Exam
Dive qualification or exam
Sailing Exam (SAS)****

Written Motivation

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X
X
X**
X
X

X

Other documents

*See SAMSA policy regarding eyesight and medical tests for further guidance.
** See SAMSA policy regarding alternative requirements for the Commercial Dive Skipper endorsement.
*** See SAMSA policy regarding the duration of experiential training. Supply accredited training institution pass certificate, if applicable.
**** See SAMSA policy regarding applicable SA Sailing Certificates that are equivalent.
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X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

Fire Fighting (2 Day course)
R/T Certificate

X

X

X

First Aid at sea
Fire Fighting. Small V/ls
(1 Day course)

X

X

SAMSA Eyesight test*

Liferaft (1 Day)

X

X

(Approved doctor)

Proof of experiential training
(Sea or Inland)***

X

X

EXAMINERS REPORT
C. NATIONAL CERTIFICATE TO BE ISSUED
(Indicate which certificate and/or endorsement the candidate is to be issued)
Skipper Inland Waters (Restricted)* <9m or > 9m (Wording details below)
□
Skipper Inland Waters
<9m or > 9m (Wording details below)
□
Day Skipper – Local Waters (Restricted)* <9m or > 9m (Wording details below)
Day Skipper Category E <9m or > 9m (Std wording)
□
Day Skipper Category C <9m or > 9m (Std wording
□
Day Skipper Category B <9m or > 9m (Std wording)
□
Coastal Skipper <9m or > 9m (Std wording)
□
Skipper Offshore <9m or > 9m (Std wording)
□
Commercial Dive Skipper Endorsement
(Std wording)
□
Passenger Vessel (Restricted) Endorsement*
□
Passenger Vessel (Unrestricted) Endorsement *
(Passenger endorsements may include a night endorsement, provide details below)
Surf Launching Endorsement (Details below)*
Sailing Vessel Endorsement (Std wording)
□
Commercial Night Endorsement (Details below)*(TO BE SIGNED BY THE P.O. ONLY)

□

□
□
□

*Details of any restrictions (as per policy document) on those national certificates indicated above:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
...............................................................................................................................................................

D. The following copies of documentation are submitted in support of the application
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)
13)
14)
15)

Valid Identity Document and two photographs.
Valid SAMSA or optometrist‘s eyesight test (If required)
Valid Medical or Doctor‘s Certificate
□
Valid fire-fighting certificate (If required)
□
Valid liferaft certificate (If required)
□
Valid First Aid Certificate issued (If required)
Restricted Radiotelephone Operators Certificate issued by ICASA (If required)
Surf launching certificate ((If required)
Dive qualification (If required)
Sailing qualification (If required)
The prescribed fee.
□
Proof of experiential training (Inland or sea service)
□
Copy of approved training (required if a reduction of sea service is claimed)
Copy of Interim Certificate issued
□
Any other (e.g. SAS certificate, proof of pass issued by another examiner,
Certificate
issued
by
an
accredited
institution

□
□

□
□
□
□
□
□
□
etc)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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E. Exam Results
SECTION

SECTION 1

SECTION 2

SECTION 3

60%

60%

50%

TOTAL MARKS ALLOTTED
PASS MARK
MARKS OBTAINED
WRITTEN EXAN RESULT

Pass

Fail

ORAL EXAM

Exemp
t

Pass

Fail

Exemp
t

Pass

PRACTICAL EXAM

Pass

EXAMINATION RESULT

COMPETENT

Pass

Fail

Exemp
t

Fail
Fail

Exempt
NOT YET COMPETENT

Examiner Declaration:
I, the examiner, hereby certify that I have checked the experiential training requirement (sea or inland
waters) and audited the documents provided by the candidate and I am satisfied that the requirements of
the National Small Vessel Examination Regime have been met for the desired grade of certificate or
endorsement, and that the particulars contained therein are correct.
Furthermore, I certify that the candidate has been examined, in accordance with the National Small Vessel
Examination Regime, and declare the applicant‘s results in the above table.
Where candidates have been found competent, I request the Registrar to issue the applicant with the
applicable grade of certificate, as per the application and the interim certificate of competency.
[All applications must be submitted to the registrar, even those that have been found ‗NOT YET
COMPETENT‘.]
Examiner
Name and Surname

Examiner
Signature

Examiner‘s
SAMSA Number

Date

Place

F. FOR SAMSA OFFICE USE ONLY

Fee Received

Receipt No

Date

Registrar of Seafarers: Application Processing Details
Date Received

Notes (if applicable):
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Date Processed

Clerk Name

ANNEX 7
Date issued:
Datum uitgereik:

Certificate No.
Sertifikaat Nr.

TV5/53(2)

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
REPUBLIEK VAN SUID AFRIKA

Photo

CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCE
BEKWAAMHEIDSERTIFIKAAT
Issued by the South African Maritime Safety Authority on behalf of the Government of the Republic of
South Africa in terms of the Merchant Shipping Act 1951 (Act 57 of 1951) to a skipper of a small vessel. /
Uitgereik deur die Suid-Afrikaanse Maritieme Veiligheidsowerheid namens die Regering van die Republiek
van Suid–Afrika kragtens die Handelskeepvaartwet, 1951 (Wet 57 van 1951) aan ‗n skipper van ‗n klein
vaartuig.
1. Issued to: / Uitgereik aan:
NON SUCH PERSON
(Full names and surname) / Volle voorname en van)
2. Identity No: / Identiteitsnommer:

5559 5559 555

3. Type and category of vessel (or vessels) involved: / Tipe en kategorie van betrokke vaartuig of
vaartuie:
CATEGORY B VESSELS <9m
4. Level of Competency and limitations (if any) / Vlak van Bekwaamheid en beperkings (indien enige)
‗COASTAL SKIPPER LIMITED TO 40 NAUTICAL MILES FROM SHORE; PROCEEDING TO
SEA FROM A COMMERCIAL HARBOUR, FISHING HARBOUR, OR A PROTECTED LAUNCH
SITE.‘
5. Additional Endorsements (if any) / Byvoegende Endossemente (indien enige)
5.1
‗COMPETENT TO ACT AS A SKIPPER OF A VESSEL ENGAGED IN DIVING OPERATIONS.‘
5.2
‗COMPETENT TO LAUNCH A [SPECIFY TYPE OF CRAFT] THROUGH THE SURF FROM A
DESIGNATED LAUNCH SITE ON THE SOUTH AND EAST COAST OF THE RSA.‘
6. Examination Authority / Eksamenowerheid
SOUTH AFRICAN SMALL CRAFT ASSOCIATION
7. It is hereby certified that the above named person has been tested and found to have the required
sense of responsibility and standard of knowledge and experience to act as skipper of the vessel(s)
op te tree as skipper van die vaartuig of vaartuie soos beskryf in hierdie sertifikaat.
8. Any inquiries regarding this certificate can be directed to THE REGISTAR OF SEAFARERS,
SAMSA, P.O.Box 13186, HATFIELD 0028. Tel; +27 12 366 2600, Fax; +27 12 366 2601

OFFICIAL STAMP
AMPTELIKE STEMPEL
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..................................
For Chief Executive Officer: SAMSA
Namens Hoof Uitvoerendebeampte: SAMVO

desc

ANNEX 8
NATIONAL SMALL VESSEL CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCE
Conversions or upgrades of existing Small Vessel Certification
Section 1. (To be completed by applicant)
Surname:___________________________ ID No._____________________
First names:________________________________________

Postal Address
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Code:________________
Home Address: (If different to postal address)
___________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Telephone number (Home) Code:__________ Number:________________________

Telephone number (Work) Code:__________ Number:________________________
Applicants require the following documentation which will be forwarded to the examiner for a decision:
1. The original copy of the certificate of competence to be upgraded or converted.
2. A written motivation or explanation of the conversion or upgrade required which includes a brief
review of how and where you obtained the existing certificate, your experience and sea time
since attaining the certificate in hand and relevant to the conversion or upgrade required.
Note: No payment is required until the examiner has determined what further action – if any is
appropriate.
Date: _________________ Signature of applicant _______________________________________

Signature of Clerk _________________________________________

Annex 8 Conversion and Upgrade

Section 2. To be completed by examiner:
I have assessed the application and determine the following:
Describe further action required by clerk and/or candidate

Date:

Signature:

Final Surveyor‘s Report:
Conversion only: □
Oral Examination: □
The applicant is to be issued the following National Small Vessel Certificate of Competence in accordance with
SAMSA policy.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that I have applied myself to the following criteria in accordance with the standards and rules
and attach copies of all relevant documentation.

Signature: _______________________

Print name: _______________________

Date: ____________________________
THE APPLICATION TO THE REGISTRAR IS TO BE DOCUMENTED ON THE FORM
PROVIDED IN ANNEX 6

Annex 8 Conversion and Upgrade

ANNEX 10
TV5/53(int)
Certificate No.
Sertifikaat Nr.
INTERIM CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCE
BEKWAAMHEIDSERTIFIKAAT
Issued by the South African Maritime Safety Authority on behalf of the Government of the Republic of
South Africa in terms of the Merchant Shipping Act 1951 (Act 57 of 1951) to a skipper of a small vessel. /
Uitgereik deur die Suid-Afrikaanse Maritieme Veiligheidsowerheid namens die Regering van die Republiek
van Suid–Afrika kragtens die Handelskeepvaartwet, 1951 (Wet 57 van 1951) aan ‗n skipper van ‗n klein
vaartuig.
1.

Issued to: / Uitgereik aan:
(Full names and surname) / Volle voorname en van)

2.

Identity No: / Identiteitsnommer:

3.
Type and category of vessel (or vessels) involved: / Tipe en kategorie van betrokke vaartuig of
vaartuie:
4.

Level of Competency and limitations (if any) / Vlak van Bekwaamheid en beperkings (indien enige)

5.

Additional Endorsements (if any) / Byvoegende Endossemente (indien enige)

6.

Examiners details / Eksamenator se besonderheide
Name/Naam

Contact number / Kontak nommer

Examiner No:/Eksaminator nommer
7.

It is hereby certified that the above named person has been tested and found to have the required
sense of responsibility and standard of knowledge and experience to act as skipper of the vessel(s)
described in this certificate. / Dit word hierby gesertifiseer dat die bogenoemde persoon getoets is en bevind
is om te beskik oor die nodige verantwoordelikheidsin en standaard van kennis en ondervinding om op te
tree as skipper van die vaartuig of vaartuie soos beskryf in hierdie sertifikaat.
9. This certificate is valid for 6 months only. / Hierdie sertifikaat is net vir 6 maande geldig.
10. Any inquiries regarding this certificate can be directed to THE REGISTAR OF SEAFARERS,
SAMSA, P.O.Box 13186, HATFIELD 0028. Tel; +27 12 366 2600, Fax; +27 12 366 2601
Date issued:
Datum uitgereik:
OFFICIAL STAMP
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . AMPTELIKE STEMPEL

ANNEX 11
INTERIM CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCE/BEKWAAMHEIDSERTIFIKAAT
Certificate No.
Issued by the South African Maritime Safety Authority on behalf of the Government of the Republic of
South Africa in terms of the Merchant Shipping Act 1951 (Act 57 of 1951) to a skipper of a small vessel. /
Uitgereik deur die Siud-Afrikaanse Maritime Veiligheidsowerheid namens die Regering van die Republik
Suid –Afrika kragtens die Handelskeepvaartwet, 1951 (Wet 57 van 1951) aan ‗n skipper van ‗n klein
vaartuig.
1. Issued to: / Uitgereik aan:
(Full names and surname) / Volle voorname en van) : NON SUCH NAME
2. Identity No: / Identiteitsnommer: 55555 .
3. Type and category of vessel (or vessels) involved: / Tipe en kategorie van betrokke vaartuig of
vaartuie:
LIGHTLY‘S CATEGORY ―R‖ HIRE BOAT
4. Level of Competency and limitations (if any) / Vlak van Bekwaamheid en beperkings (indien enige)
OPERATION RESTRICTED TO AREA……
5. Additional Endorsements (if any) / Byvoegende Endossements (indien enige)
6. Examiners details; / Eksamenator se besonderheide
Name/Naam ………………………Contact number / Kontak nommer .
7. It is hereby certified that the above named person has been tested and found to have the required
sense of responsibility and standard of knowledge and experience to act as skipper of the vessel(s)
described in this certificate. / Dit word hierby gesertifeer dat die bogenoemde persoon getoets is en
bevind is om te beskik oor die nodige verantwoordelikheidsin en standard van keenis en
ondervinding om op te tree as skipper van die vaartuig of vaartuie soos beskryf in hierdie sertifikaat.
8. This certificate is valid for 6 months only. / Hierdie sertifikaat is net vir 6 maande geldig.
9. Any inquiries regarding this certificate can be directed to THE REGISTAR OF SEAFARERS,
SAMSA, P.O.Box 13186, HATFIELD 0028. Tel; +27 12 342 3049, Fax; +27 12 342 3160

Date issued:
Datum uitgereik: ……………………………………………..
OFFICIAL STAMP
AMPTELIKE STEMPEL

…………………………………….
For Chief Executive Officer;SAMSA
Namens Hoof Uitvoerendebeampte;SAMVO

Annex 10 TV5/53(int) Hire Boats

ANNEX 12

South African
Maritime Safety Authority

SMALL VESSEL CODE
The national system contains a standardised Small Vessel Code. This code lays out the differing levels of
competence that a candidate must achieve in order to obtain a certificate for the level desired.
The Code is the national standard and any person who desires to train or examine small vessel skippers shall
adhere to the specifications and level of knowledge detailed therein.
The first page of the Code contains a matrix and is in essence a summary of what is required in order to
obtain the various levels of competency for small vessels including the endorsements.
The various types of certificates obtainable under the national small vessel examination system are detailed
in chapter 10 of SAMSA‘s policy document.
The system that has been adopted is in a modular form. This means that once a person obtains a specific
competence, they can progress to the next level without having to repeat certain subjects or modules.
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STUDY MATRIX REQUIRED FOR THE SMALL VESSEL CERTIFICATEOF COMPETENCY
In the table the units for a particular subject are shown under the certificate of competency
Skipper
Inland
Waters
As at 05/11

Chart - work

Day Skipper
Category E
<9m and
≥9m
Module 1

Day Skipper
Category C
<9m & ≥9m

Module 1
Module 2

Day Skipper
Category B
<9m & ≥9m

Coastal
Skipper
Category B
<9 m
(day and
night)

Coastal
Skipper
>9 m
(Pleasure)

Module 1
Module 2

Module 1
Module 2
Module 3

Module 1
Module 2
Module 3

Skipper
Offshore >9
metres
(Comm.)

Passenger
Passenger
vessel
vessel
endorsement endorsement
unrestricted
restricted

Module 1
Module 2
Module 3
Module 4

Module 1
Module 2
Module 3
Module 4

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1
Module 2
Module 1
Module 2
Module 3
Module 1
Module 2

Module 1
Module 2
Module 3
Module 1
Module 2
Module 1
Module 2
Module 1
Module 2
Module 3
Module 1
Module 2

Module 1
Module 2
Module 3
Module 1
Module 2
Module 1
Module 2
Module 1
Module 2
Module 3
Module 1
Module 2

Addition
oral exam
whilst
holding as
Addition
a minimum oral exam
a Category
whilst
C
holding any
certificate - national
with 100 certificate hours on
with 100
passenger
hours on
vessels.
passenger
vessels.
Oral
examinatio
Oral
n in
examinatio
accordance
n in
with
accordance
SAMSA
with
practice.
SAMSA
practice.

Skipper
Offshore <9
metres

Skipper
Offshore >9
metres
(Pleasure)

Module 1
Module 2
Module 3

Module 1
Module 2
Module 3
Module 4

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1
Module 2
Module 3
Module 1
Module 2

Module 1
Module 2
Module 3
Module 1
Module 2
Module 1
Module 2
Module 1
Module 2
Module 3
Module 1
Module 2

Module 1
Module 2
Module 3
Module 1
Module 2
Module 1
Module 2
Module 1
Module 2
Module 3
Module 1
Module 2

Navarc

Coastal
Skipper
>9 metres
(Comm.)

Power

Module 1

Module 1
Module 2

Module 1
Module 2

Module 1
Module 2

Law

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1

Meteor

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1

Seamanship

Module 1

Module 1
Module 2

Module 1
Module 2

Emergency

Module 1

Module 1
Module 2

Module 1
Module 2

Manoeuvring
and boat
handling

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1
Module 2

Module 1
Module 2

Module 1
Module 2

Module 1
Module 2

Module 1
Module 2

Module 1
Module 2

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X

X

ID Doc
2x Photos
Medical form
from any
Doctor
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Module 1

X
X

X
X
X
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Skipper
Inland
Waters
As at 05/11

Medical on
Prescribed
Form
SAMSA
Medical
Eye Test
SAMSA Eye
Test
Proof of sea
service
Liferaft
(1 Day)
Proficiency in
Liferaft
Elementary
First Aid
First Aid at
Sea
Fire fighting
(1 Day)

Day Skipper
Category E
<9m and
≥9m

Day Skipper
Category C
<9m & ≥9m

Day Skipper
Category B
<9m & ≥9m

Coastal
Skipper
Category B
<9 m
(day and
night)

Coastal
Skipper
>9 m
(Pleasure)

Coastal
Skipper
>9 metres
(Comm.)

X

X

Skipper
Offshore >9
metres
(Pleasure)

X

X

X

X

Passenger
Passenger
vessel
vessel
endorsement endorsement
unrestricted
restricted

X

X

X
X

X

Skipper
Offshore >9
metres
(Comm.)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X

Fire Fighting
(2 Day)
R/T
Certificate
Dive Skipper
Surf
Qualification
Night
operations***
Sailing
Qualification

Skipper
Offshore <9
metres

X

X
X

X

X

X

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1

Module 1

See Paragraph 10.6.5
SA Sailing Day Skipper or Local
Waters Skipper
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SA Sailing Coastal Skipper

SA Sailing Yachmaster Offshore or
Ocean
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Skipper
Inland
Waters
As at 05/11

Day Skipper
Category E
<9m and
≥9m

Day Skipper
Category C
<9m & ≥9m

Day Skipper
Category B
<9m & ≥9m

Coastal
Skipper
Category B
<9 m
(day and
night)

Coastal
Skipper
>9 m
(Pleasure)

Coastal
Skipper
>9 metres
(Comm.)

Skipper
Offshore <9
metres

Skipper
Offshore >9
metres
(Pleasure)

Skipper
Offshore >9
metres
(Comm.)

Passenger
Passenger
vessel
vessel
endorsement endorsement
unrestricted
restricted

Passenger
Vessel
Endorsement
****

*Note:
1)
SAMSA medicals and eyesight tests are required for Commercial Coastal Skipper and Offshore Certificate over 9 metres and passenger vessel
(unrestricted) endorsements.
2)
SAMSA oral examinations are required for commercial skipper certificates for any vessels over nine metres.
3)
SAMSA oral examinations are required for passenger endorsements for any length vessel.

Annex 12: Small Vessel Code
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ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ENDORSEMENTS DETAILED BELOW
In the table the units for a particular subject are shown under the certificate of competency
As at 1/06
Skipper
Inland
Day Skipper
Coastal Skipper
Waters
Day Skipper
Category C
Category B
Day
Skipper
Category B <9m
<9m and ≥9m
≤ 9 metres, (day
Category E
and ≥9m
and night)
<9m and ≥9m
Dive Skipper
Module 1
Module 1
Module 1
Module 1
Surf launching
Module 1
Module 1
Module 1
Module 1
Night
***
Operations
Sailing
****
Endorsements

Coastal Skipper
>9 metres

Skipper Offshore Skipper Offshore
<9 metres
>9 metres

Module 1
Module 1

Module 1
Module 1

Module 1
Module 1

*** This endorsement solely for the use of night operations for who are bona fide commercial operators in local waters and is issued at the discretion of the
SAMSA deck examiner concerned, and must be signed by the Principal Officer.
**** Sailing endorsements are only to be given to those persons who have a S.A. Sailing qualification until such time as appropriate examiners have been appointed.

The Practical Examination for Skipper Inland Waters (Restricted) & Day Skipper (local waters) restricted to certain geographical areas.
The practical examination should include any or all of the following where appropriate:













Pre-launch procedures - weather check, trip and ETA logged, crew briefing, radio check, craft check.
Launch craft - study launch site, con craft safely out to sea.
Anchor usage - let down, set and weigh anchor.
Ropes and knots - make basic knots and explain uses
Routine checks - do routine checks such as weather condition, geographical position, fuel usage, keeping a proper lookout.
Radio use - channel selection and voice procedures.
Outboard motors – a working knowledge on use, emergency repairs, maintenance.
Loading and trim - show knowledge of trim and proper stowage.
Man overboard drill - demonstrate correct and safe method for retrieving crew member.
Navigation - demonstrate compass steering, chart interpretation, position plotting on chart in use.
Landing craft - land craft safety.
After-use procedures - log return, after-use maintenance, inspect craft, note fuel used.

Annex 12: Small Vessel Code
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SURF LAUNCHING
COLUMN 1

COLUMN 2

COMPETENCE

KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING AND
PROFICIENCY

1.
Manoeuver
in the surf

the boat

COLUMN 3
METHODS FOR
DEMONSTRATING
COMPETENCE

MODULE 1
Oral examination and practical
assessment.
.1
The effects of beach gradient on size Practical assessment:
and nature of breakers
.2
The importance of pre-launch checks, Once having completed a minimum
safety and preparation of the vessel and of 12 (twelve) surf launches
instructions to crew.
conducted on at least 4 (four)
.3
Methods of launching in differing types different days under differing weather
of breakers and weather conditions.
and swell conditions.
.4
Preparation of vessel prior to landing
.5
Methods of beaching in differing types All launches are to be through the
of breakers and weather conditions.
surf and returning through the surf.,
witnessed and certified by a
competent skipper in the form of an
affidavit;
1.

Knowledge of:

COLUMN 4
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING
COMPETENCE
Safe operating limits of boat
propulsion, steering and power
systems are not exceeded in
manoeuvres while in the surf under
varying swell and weather conditions.

The examiner shall witness a
demonstration of the candidate‘s
competence in real surf conditions.

Annex 12: Small Vessel Code
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BOAT MANOEUVRING AND HANDLING

2.

COLUMN 1

COLUMN 2

COMPETENCE

KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING AND
PROFICIENCY

Manoeuver the boat

Annex 12: Small Vessel Code

COLUMN 3
METHODS FOR
DEMONSTRATING
COMPETENCE

MODULE 1
Oral examination whilst carrying out
the practical assessment.
.1
the effects of a single and twin
propeller(s) on the turning circle of a boat;
.2
the effects of deadweight, draught, trim,
speed and under-keel clearance on turning
circles and stopping distances;
.3
the effects of wind and current on boat
handling;
.4
basic manoeuvres and duties during
berthing and un-berthing and the use of the
various mooring ropes when alongside.
.5
handling ship in rivers, estuaries and
restricted waters, having regard to the effect of
current, wind and restricted water on helm
response;
.6
Turning a boat ―short round‖
2.

Knowledge of:

COLUMN 4
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING
COMPETENCE
Safe operating limits of boat
propulsion, steering and power
systems are not exceeded in normal
manoeuvres.
Adjustments made to the ship‘s
course and speed to maintain safety
of navigation.
Demonstrates confidence and control
in handling the vessel.
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COMPETENCE

1.

KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING AND
PROFICIENCY

METHODS FOR
DEMONSTRATING
COMPETENCE

MODULE 2
Manoeuvre
and 1.
Manoeuvring and handling a boat in all Oral examination
handle a boat in all conditions, including:
assessment.
conditions
.1
choice of anchorage; anchoring with
one or two anchors in limited anchorages and
factors involved in determining the length of
anchor cable to be used;
.2
dragging anchor; clearing fouled
anchors; streaming a drogue
.3
management and handling of boats in
heavy weather, including assisting another
vessel in distress; towing operations; means of
keeping an unmanageable boat out of a trough
of the sea, lessening drift and the use of oil;
.4
methods of taking on board survivors
from the water, other boats and survival craft;
.5
ability to determine the manoeuvring
and propulsion characteristics of common types
of vessels with special reference to stopping
distances and turning circles at various draughts
and speeds;
.6
importance of navigating at reduced
speed to avoid damage caused by own ship‘s
bow wave and stern wave;
.7
use of, and manoeuvring in and near,
traffic separation schemes and in vessel traffic
service (VTS) areas.

Annex 12: Small Vessel Code

and

practical

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING
COMPETENCE
All decisions concerning berthing and
anchoring are based on a proper
assessment of the boat‘s manoeuvring
and engine characteristics and the forces
to be expected while berthed alongside or
lying at anchor.
While under way, a full assessment is
made of possible effects of shallow and
restricted waters, banks, tidal conditions,
passing ships and own boat‘s bow and
stern wave so that the boat can be safely
manoeuvred
under
various
conditions of loading and weather.
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CHARTWORK
COLUMN 1

COLUMN 2

COMPETENCE

KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING AND
PROFICIENCY

1. Plan and conduct a
safe passage
2. Buoyage

COLUMN 3
METHODS FOR
DEMONSTRATING
COMPETENCE

MODULE 1
1. Able to plan and conduct a safe launch and By written examination
passage using available publications for the
area in which the intended voyage takes
place.
2. Has a knowledge of the various types of
IALA buoys that can be found on the South
African Coast.

COLUMN 4
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING
COMPETENCE
The information obtained from
navigational charts or map of area of
operation is interpreted correctly and
properly applied.
All potential
navigational hazards are accurately
identified and is familiar with
appropriate chart symbols.
Buoys are identified and explanations
given as to the purpose thereof

Annex 12: Small Vessel Code
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COLUMN 1

COLUMN 2

COMPETENCE

KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING AND
PROFICIENCY

COLUMN 3
METHODS FOR
DEMONSTRATING
COMPETENCE

MODULE 2
1. Plan and conduct a
1. Ability to determine the position of the By written examination
safe passage
vessel on a chart by the use of:
2. Magnetic Compass
.1 latitude and longitude
3. GPS
.2 approximate positional information from aids
to navigation including lighthouses, beacons
and buoys.
2.Knowledge of the basic magnetic compass
.1 Understands the terms ―Variation‖ and
―Deviation‖
.2 Able to determine a safe passage (courses)
and distances between two points on a chart
.3 Converting true courses into magnetic
courses and vice versa
.4 Use of parallel rulers, dividers, course
protractors and compass roses to determine a
safe passage

COLUMN 4
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING
COMPETENCE
As for Module 1 and in addition,
accurately plot and monitor the
vessel‘s position using a compass and
simple navigational equipment.
Compass card is understood and the
reasons why it is gimballed and filled
with liquid. Be able to take a bearing
and apply corrections to the bearing.
The practical use and limitations of a
GPS satellite navigation unit is
understood

3. .1 Important features and practical use of a
GPS
.2 GPS routes and waypoints

Annex 12: Small Vessel Code

Page 10

COLUMN 1

COLUMN 2

COMPETENCE

KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING AND
PROFICIENCY

4. Plan and conduct a safe
passage
5. Magnetic Compass

COLUMN 3
METHODS FOR
DEMONSTRATING
COMPETENCE

MODULE 3
4. Ability to determine courses and By written examination
distances by the following:
.1
Read off a sounding and identify the
nature of the bottom
.2
Identify depth contours, rocks awash,
dangers to navigation, breakers, shoals,
anchorages, wrecks, foul ground, lighthouses
and their characteristics and range.
.4
Ability to interpret the information
shown on charts with respect to title, number,
date of publication, scale
.5
Knowledge that distance on a chart is
measured using the latitude scale only and that
one nautical mile is 1852 metres
.6
Knowledge of estimated position, dead
reckoning position and an appreciation of wind
and current on these positions
.7
ETA‘s
.8
Plot a position using simultaneous cross
bearings, transit bearings and bearing and range
.9
The use of leading beacons/lights for
entering ports and harbours
.10
Able to monitor a passage along a
planned route

COLUMN 4
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING
COMPETENCE

As for Module 2 and in addition,
accurately plot and monitor the
vessel‘s position using a navigational
chart, making use of the information
provided on a navigational charts, use
of the magnetic compass and standard
navigational equipment.
Compass card is understood and the
reasons why it is gimballed and filled
with liquid.

Competent to navigate a vessel a
vessel on a coastal voyage along the
South African coast, but within 40
miles from shore.

6. Ability to use a magnetic compass
.1
Deviation of compass can be checked
by using transit bearings
.2
Knowledge that errors in navigation
may result from an uncorrected compass
.3
Different types of magnetic compass
Annex 12: Small Vessel Code
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available
.4
Knowledge that external factors may
influence the accuracy of the compass such as
electronic equipment, magnetised and other
metals

COLUMN 1

COLUMN 2

COMPETENCE

KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING AND
PROFICIENCY

COLUMN 3
METHODS FOR
DEMONSTRATING
COMPETENCE

COLUMN 4
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING
COMPETENCE

MODULE 4
7. Plan and conduct a safe
passage
8. Magnetic Compass
9. GPS
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6. Ability to plan a long sea passage
.1
Determine a course and distance
between two points using the following
methods.
.1 Traverse Tables
.2 Mercator Sailing
.2 Passage planning
.1
Crew
arrangements
and
watchkeeping at sea or at anchor
.2 Ensure that sufficient stores, food,
spares and other items are on board for the
contemplated voyage
.3 Knowledge that correct charts and
nautical publications are on board for
the
contemplated voyage are on board
.4 Ability to determine high and low
water at intended ports of call using local and
Admiralty tide tables.
.5 To determine the best passage
between ports using weather charts and other
weather information.
.6 Knowledge of documentation when

By written examination

Using nautical tables or by
calculation determine the course and
distance between two points.
Compass errors are determined by
azimuths or amplitudes by use
of nautical tables or calculation.
A full understanding of the
principles, operation, errors and use
of the GPS is shown.
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entering or departing from a foreign port
7. Ability to determine the deviation of the
magnetic compass using amplitudes or
azimuths of the sun
8. An understanding of GPS systems and
errors including the following
.1 The principles of the GPS system
.2 How the positions are determined by
the GPS systems
.3 Errors of the GPS system
.4 Use of correct datums
.5 How to switch on a GPS and the
knowledge
of
the
initial
information that must be programmed into the
receiver
.6 Use of all the functions of the GPS
including way points, distances and courses
between two points,
compass, route
determination, MOB and leeway and drift.
(sidetrack error)

Annex 12: Small Vessel Code
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DIVING
COLUMN 1

COLUMN 2

COMPETENCE

KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING &
PROFICIENCY

1. Pre- launch checks
appropriate to the
certificate
of
competency
required.
2. Dive control
3. Picking up divers
4. Emergency
procedures

Annex 12: Small Vessel Code

COLUMN 3
METHODS FOR
DEMONSTRATING
COMPETENCE

MODULE 1
1. Has a thorough knowledge of checks to By written examination
be made prior to proceeding on voyage
.1 All diving equipment is checked and
Pass
found
mark
to be
65%
in good condition
.2 Boat to be loaded in order to protect
equipment and be trimmed correctly.
2. Thorough knowledge of intended dive Minimum 100 marks.
operations
.1 Understanding of decompression
tables
.2 Obtains confirmation of experience
and qualifications of divers that are diving.
.3 Keeps accurate records of the dive
times and surface intervals between dives
.4 Ascertains depth of water before
commencement of dive operations and deploys
a marked shotline especially for depths greater
than 30 metres.
.5 Review of dive plan with all
concerned and expected time of surfacing are
understood and known by all.
.6 Knowledge of dive operations when
at anchor and when in a strong tidal current.
.7 Knowledge of instructions on how to
enter water and determination if water
conditions are suitable and safe to enter water.
.8 Knowledge that a proper and careful
lookout is to be kept at all times for other craft
and divers in the water.
.9 Knowledge of daylight and night
signals indicating divers in the water,
emergency and diver recall signals.

COLUMN 4
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING
COMPETENCE
Is able to give clear and concise
explanations of the reasons for a prelaunch check, weather forecasts care
and use of equipment on board and
use and reasons for such equipment.
Is able to give a clear and concise
explanation of checks and procedures
made prior to any dive operation
irrespective of depth.
Is able to handle a vessel under
varying weather conditions and
understands the methods and
precautions to be taken when picking
up divers from the water.
Is able to show clear and concise
understanding of differing types of
emergencies and the methods of
dealing with each type.
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.10 Deployment of surface marker
buoys and communication with divers using
rope signals.
.11 Ensure that divers are not under the
influence of alcohol, drugs or under prescribed
medication and are fit for dive operations.
3. Correct methods are used for the
picking up of divers under varying
conditions of wind and current.
4. Thorough knowledge of the following
emergency procedures
.1 Lost diver situation in varying
conditions
and areas of diving such as open
water, wrecks, kelp zones, poor underwater
visibility and any other unusual conditions.
.2 Thorough knowledge of treatment
and transportation of an injured diver
.3 Thorough knowledge of symptoms
and treatment of decompression sickness
(Bends) and pulmonary barotrauma as
recommended by the SAUU Medical
Committee.
.4 Thorough knowledge of symptoms
and treatment of other dive related injuries such
as shark attack, drowning and hypothermia as
recommended by the SAUU Medical
Committee.

ELEMENTARY FIRST AID
COLUMN 1

COLUMN 2

COMPETENCE

KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING AND
PROFICIENCY

COLUMN 3
METHODS FOR
DEMONSTRATING
COMPETENCE

COLUMN 4
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING
COMPETENCE

MODULE 1
Annex 12: Small Vessel Code
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1. Take
immediate
action
upon
encountering
an
accident or other
medical emergency

1) The assessment of needs of casualties and
threats to own safety

Written and practical exam
OR

2) Understanding of immediate measures to be
taken in cases of emergency, including the
ability to:

Level II certificate obtained from the
Red Cross or St Johns or holds a valid
SAMSA approved Elementary First
.1) conduct an initial assessment of an injured Aid certificate
or unconscious person
.2) shallow water drowning and applying
resuscitation and CPR techniques
.3) control bleeding
.4) apply appropriate measures of basic shock
management
.5) apply appropriate measures in the event of
burns and scalds, including accidents caused by
sunburn and heat exhaustion
.6) apply appropriate measures of hypothermia
management
.7) apply appropriate measures in the event of
spinal fractures
.8) recovery position
.9) common injuries associated with boating.
e.g. hook removal, stings and bites etc.

The identification of the probable
cause, nature and extent of injuries is
prompt and complete and the priority
and sequence of actions is
proportional to any potential threat to
life.
Risk of harm to self and casualty is
minimized at all times.

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES
COLUMN 1

COLUMN 2

COMPETENCE

KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING AND
PROFICIENCY

1. Respond to emergencies
and distress signals at sea.
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COLUMN 3
METHODS FOR
DEMONSTRATING
COMPETENCE

MODULE 1
Able to take measures in emergencies for Written examination and practical
protection
and
safety
of
ship, examination.

1.
the
passengers and crew in that the candidate must be

COLUMN 4
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING
COMPETENCE
The type and scale of the emergency is
promptly identified.
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able to:-

.1
.2
.3

execute a man overboard drill;
react properly to a distress signal; and
take charge of life-saving appliances.

Initial actions and, if appropriate,
maneuvering of the boat are in
accordance with contingency plans and
are appropriate to the urgency of the
situation and nature of the emergency.

2.
Able to take initial action following a
collision or grounding; initial damage assessment
and control in that the candidate must be able to
identify the
actions:-

.1
to be taken following a collision;
.2
to be taken following a grounding;
.3
the precautions for the protection of and
safety of passengers in emergency situations;
.4
to be taken following a fire
.5
the procedure for abandoning the boat
.6
to be taken when there is a serious leak.
.7
beaching a boat in an emergency
3.
Able to use the auxiliary steering and know
the rigging and use of jury steering arrangements.

2. Respond to emergencies
and distress signals at sea.

MODULE 2
4.
Able to take measures tow a disabled boat Written examination and completion
and have knowledge of the precautions
when of training and assessment

The type and scale of the emergency is
promptly identified.

towing.

Initial actions and, if appropriate,
manoeuvring of the boat are in
accordance with contingency plans
and are appropriate to the urgency of
the situation and nature of the
emergency.

LAW (SMALL VESSELS)
Annex 12: Small Vessel Code
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COLUMN 1

COLUMN 2

COMPETENCE

KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING AND
PROFICIENCY

1. 1. Knowledge of the1.
Merchant Shipping (Small
Vessel Safety) Regulations.
2. 2. Knowledge of the
obligation to help other
vessels in distress
3. 3. Knowledge of obligation
to report hazards to
navigation

1. Has a working knowledge of:

COLUMN 3
METHODS FOR
DEMONSTRATING
COMPETENCE

Module 1
By written examination

Parts 1, 2 3, 4 and Annex 2 of the Merchant
Shipping (Small Vessel Safety) Regulations as
applicable to the certificate required for the
category of vessel.

Module 2
4. 4.
Merchant Shipping2. 4.
Has a working knowledge of:
By oral examination and completion
Act as it applies to small .1 the concept of licensed and registered vessels of training and assessment.
vessels
.2 the difference between ―commercial‖ and
―sport and recreation‖ vessels and the legal This is part of the oral examination
1. 5.
Maritime
implications
carried out by the SAMSA examiners
Occupational Regulations .3 the concept of an un-seaworthy vessel
insofar as it applies to small .4 the obligation and procedures to report a
vessels (Chapter 1)
casualty
5.
Has a working knowledge of:
2. 6.
MARPOL (Marine .1 the basic requirements of the Maritime
pollution) insofar as they Occupational Regulations – Chapter 1
apply to small vessels.
.2 shipboard hygiene and associated crew
health issues
3. 6.
Has a working knowledge of:
.1 the prevention of oil pollution
.2 the prevention of garbage pollution
especially plastics
.3 action to be taken when a pollution incident
occurs
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COLUMN 4
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING
COMPETENCE
1
Is able to give a clear and
concise explanation of the basic
requirements of regulations for the
applicable category of vessel.

Is able to give a clear and concise
explanation of the basic requirements
of the Act and regulations
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METEOROLOGY
COLUMN 1

COLUMN 2

COMPETENCE

KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING AND
PROFICIENCY

1.
Shipboard
meteorological
instruments
2.
Weather
forecasting
3.
Tides

Module 1
1 Read the atmospheric pressure from an By written examination
aneroid barometer and understands the
terms:
.1 pressure gradient and it‘s effect on the wind
speed
.2 the weather that may be encountered when
pressure drops rapidly
2
.1
.2

Defines wind.
Describes the:
.1 Beaufort scale of wind force.
.2 method of estimating the strength of
the wind from the appearance of the sea
surface.
.3
Defines fog, mist and haze and states
that visibility is reduced by the presence of
particles in the atmosphere, near the earth=s
surface.
.4
Describes methods of estimating the
visibility at sea by day and by night, and the
difficulties involved.
.5
.1 the sources of weather information
available to local shipping.
.2 the appropriate local weather
bulletins and their contents.
.3 services provided for local storm
warnings.
.6 Defines the formation swells
Annex 12: Small Vessel Code

COLUMN 3
METHODS FOR
DEMONSTRATING
COMPETENCY

COLUMN 4
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING
COMPETENCE
Barometer is correctly used and read.
Current weather conditions
properly understood.

are

The current and latest weather
forecasts are obtained by the
appropriate mean
Causes and times of tides are
understood
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.7 Defines local winds such as Berg winds,
busters, Cape South Easter and land and sea
breezes

4.

Weather systems
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3
Defines neap and spring tides and when
they occur
Module 2
4.
Basic knowledge of the following By written examination
weather systems
.1 Cold and warm fronts
.2 Occlusions
.3 Tropical depressions (for skipper offshore
only)
.4 Typical weather systems found off the South
African Coast is summer and winter
5. Basic knowledge of currents around the
South African Coast.

Current weather conditions
properly understood.

are
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NAVAL ARCHITECTURE
Column 1

Column 2

COMPETENCE

KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING AND
PROFICIENCY

Column 3
METHODS FOR
DEMONSTRATING
COMPETENCE

Module 1
1.
Small
vessel 1
.1
Able to:
By written examination
construction and stability
.1
name the principal parts and fittings of a
small vessel including: bow, stern, stern,
bulworks, hull, hatch, access, rudder, propeller,
superstructure, hull valves, grid cooler, mast
etc.
.2
describe by means of a diagram:
.1
a bilge pumping system
.2
a steering system
.3
Understands the:
.1
reasons for making the deck and
superstructure watertight.
.2
purpose of watertight bulkheads
and the collision bulkhead.
.3
reason for a hull survey, the
items surveyed at the hull survey and the period
between surveys for the issue of a local general
safety certificate.
.4
relationship between centre of
gravity, centre of buoyancy and metacentric
height.
.5
the conditions of a :
.1 stiff ship
.2 tender ship
and the dangers associated with them
.6
the reasons for having efficient
means of drawing water rapidly from the deck
and the danger of water trapped on deck
.7
reasons for stowing heavy items
below and lighter items on top.
Annex 12: Small Vessel Code

Column 4
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING
COMPETENCE
The safe operating limits of the ship
are not exceeded in normal
operations.
The ship is always properly stowed
ensuring that she is always safe.
Able
to
deliver
clear
and
understandable reports using ship
construction terminology.
The vessel is always securely
battened down before proceeding to
sea and prepared for severe weather
conditions.
Bilge pumping systems are properly
operated.
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Column 1

Column 2

COMPETENCE

KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING AND
PROFICIENCY

Column 3
METHODS FOR
DEMONSTRATING
COMPETENCE

Column 4
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING
COMPETENCE

.8
purpose of, free board and
reserve buoyancy.
.9
meaning
of
the
terms
displacement, deadweight and gross tonnage.

Annex 12: Small Vessel Code
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POWER PLANTS
COLUMN 1

COLUMN 2

COMPETENCE

KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING &
PROFICIENCY

1
Understand
the
working and operation of
on board machinery and
boat propulsion systems

Annex 12: Small Vessel Code

COLUMN 3
METHODS FOR
DEMONSTRATING
COMPETENCE

MODULE 1
1 Understands the basic and operation of the a)
Written examination
following :
.1
Outboard 2-stroke engines
.2
Outboard 4-stroke engines
.3
Describe fuel systems
.4
Describe the function of the impeller
and engine cooling-water systems
.5
Describe the propeller and care thereof
.6
Describe the visual appearance of the
gear oil
.7
Describe the use of trim and tilt
.8
Describe routine maintenance, tool kits
and spares to be carried
.9
Describe basic fault finding such as
motor refuses to start, fuel starvation and lack
of spark
.10
Knowledge of ventilation battery
compartments and approved fuel containers

COLUMN 4
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING
COMPETENCE
Show sufficient knowledge on
matters relating to the running and
maintenance
of
power
plants
complying with safe operating limits
at all times.
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COLUMN 1

COLUMN 2

COMPETENCE

KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING &
PROFICIENCY

1
Understand
the
working and operation of
on board machinery and
boat propulsion systems
(as in Module 1)
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COLUMN 3
METHODS FOR
DEMONSTRATING
COMPETENCE

MODULE 2
1 Understands the causes, faults and diagnosis a)
Written examination
of the following :
.1
Motor running rough at low speed
.2
otor running rough at high speed
.3
Motor running at full speed and stops
.4
Motor will not start
.5
Motor vibrating
.6
Motor jumping out of gear
.7
Motor overheating
.8
Water on plugs

COLUMN 4
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING
COMPETENCE
Show sufficient
matters relating
problems

knowledge on
to mechanical
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COLUMN 1

COLUMN 2

COMPETENCE

KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING &
PROFICIENCY

1
Understand
the
working and operation of
on board equipment and
machinery
and
boat
propulsion systems

COLUMN 3
METHODS FOR
DEMONSTRATING
COMPETENCE

MODULE 3
1 Understands the causes, faults, diagnosis and
Written examination.
dangers associated with the following for
inboard diesel engines and common ancillary
installations
.1
Motor running at low speeds
.2
Motor running rough at high speed
.3
Motor running at full speed and stops
.4
Motor will not start
.5
Motor vibrating
.6
Motor jumping out of gear
.7
Motor overheating
.8
Fuel starvation
.9
Running and pre-start checks
.10
Turbo-chargers and the associated
dangers

COLUMN 4
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING
COMPETENCE
Show sufficient knowledge on
matters relating to the running and
maintenance of diesel installations as
well as ancillary machinery and
systems, complying with safe
operating limits at all times.

1. Basic Electrical knowledge of:
.1
Starting systems
.2
Charging systems
.3
Batteries
.4
Common circuits used on small vessels,
fault finding and common damages which
occur
2. Basic knowledge of additional equipment
such as:
.1
Different
common
pumps
and
associated problems
.2
Seawater and freshwater systems
(Toilet)
.3
Steering systems
Annex 12: Small Vessel Code
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.4
.5

Different propulsion systems
Fixed fire installations

SEAMANSHIP
COLUMN 1

COLUMN 2

COMPETENCE

KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING &
PROFICIENCY

COLUMN 3
METHODS FOR
DEMONSTRATING
COMPETENCE

COLUMN 4
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING
COMPETENCE

MODULE 1
1.
Pre- launch checks
appropriate to the various
categories of vessels
2.
Stowage and care of
safety equipment on the
various types of
vessel including reasons
and use of capsize rope 4.
3. Weather forecasts
4. Types and uses of
various knots
5. Collision regulations as
applicable to small
boats

Annex 12: Small Vessel Code

1.
Has a thorough knowledge of checks to By written examination and oral
be made prior to proceeding on voyage
examination
2.
Working knowledge of care and use of
safety equipment and drogue
3.
Understands
the
importance
of
obtaining weather forecasts prior to proceeding
on intended voyage
4.
Knows the use of reef knot, sheet bend,
clove hitch and bowline.
5. Has a working knowledge of Rules
2,5,6,7,8,9,12,13,14,15,16,17,18,19, 23,
34 and Annex IV (Distress Signals)

Is able to give clear and concise
explanations of the reasons for a prelaunch check, weather forecasts care
and use of equipment on board and
use and reasons for knot types to be
used.
Is able to show a knowledge of the
Collision Regulations in cases of
collision avoidance, lookout and
duties of power driven vessels while
underway and making way.
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COLUMN 1

COLUMN 2

COMPETENCE

KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING &
PROFICIENCY

COLUMN 3
METHODS FOR
DEMONSTRATING
COMPETENCE

COLUMN 4
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING
COMPETENCE

MODULE 2
6.
Name the principal
parts of a boat
7.
Different types of
ropes and care and use
thereof and when to
condemn a rope

6. Has a knowledge of the principals parts of a
boat and common nautical terms
7. Working knowledge of care and use of
different types of ropes including deterioration
due to ultra-violet light and chemicals and
when to condemn a rope.

By written examination

Is able to identify the various
principle parts of a boat and has a
knowledge of common nautical terms
Is able to give clear and concise
explanations of types of rope, care
thereof and when to condemn.

MODULE 3
8. Collision regulations as applicable
to small boats and ships (Especially
at night or in restricted visibility)
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1. Has a sound knowledge of
Parts A, B, C and E of the
Collision Regulations

By written and oral examination

Is able to show a thorough knowledge
of the Collision Regulations in cases
of collision avoidance, lookout and
duties of power driven vessels while
underway and making way during the
hours of darkness
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ANNEX 13
FORMAT OF ACCREDITATION REPORT FOR A SAMSA ACCREDITED INSTITUTION (SMALL VESSEL SKIPPERS)
In terms of Regulation 16 (Read with Regulation 2) of the South African Merchant Shipping (Small Vessel Safety) Regulations, 2007.
This application for accreditation is for the course(s) leading to the issuing of the following small vessel certificates of competence and/or endorsements:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....
Compliance with the Small Vessel Code and SAMSA‘s published small vessel policy is as follows:
1. Name and physical address of institution:

2.

Brief description of the premises, facilities inspected

3. Lecturer‘s study plan covering course content :

4. Names of course lectures with brief description of his or her qualifications
and experience:

5. Name of the course examiner with brief description of his or her qualifications and experience:

6. Explanation of the examination and / or the assessment procedure:

7. Quality assurance programme the institution has in place:

8.
Annex 13

Specimen copy of any certificates issued:

9. Results of the interview of the institutions lecturer and examiner.

It is recommended that the application for accreditation be approved and the accreditation be advertised in a Marine Notice.

PRINCIPAL OFFICER
Date:
Regional Manager‘s comments :
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..
OR
I AGREE WITH THE ABOVE RECOMMENDATION AND RECOMMEND ACCREDITATION

Regional Manager :
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Date:

ANNEX 14
FORMAT OF THE REPORT ON AN APPOINTMENT OF A SMALL VESSEL EXAMINER
In terms of section 77(4) of the Merchant Shipping Act 57 of 1951, qualified persons may be recognised or appointed to act as SAMSA examiners for the
purposes of the Act. In this regard, applications for appointment are considered in terms of the Merchant Shipping (National Small Vessel Safety) Regulations
2007, regulation 16, where examiners need to be recognised in order to achieve a national examination standard for small vessel skippers.
This application is for recognition as an examiner for the following small vessel certificates of competence and endorsements:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

1.

Name and physical address of the examiner:

2.

Brief description of the premises, facilities inspected

3.

Brief description of his or her qualifications and experience:

4.

Explanation of the examination and / or the assessment procedure:

5.

Quality assurance programme the examiner has in place:

6.

Specimen copy of any certification:

7.

Results of the interview with the examiner and comments on references received.
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It is recommended that the application for recognition or appointment be approved and the accreditation be advertised in a Marine Notice.

_______________________________________ PRINCIPAL OFFICER
Date:
Regional Manager‘s Comments :
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..
OR
I AGREE WITH THE ABOVE RECOMMENDATION AND RECOMMEND APPOINTMENT

Regional Manager :
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Date

ANNEX 16

RECORD OF EXPERIENTIAL TRAINING (INLAND WATERS and/or SEA)
TRAINEE NAME
AND SURNAME
DEPART’R
DATE &
TIME

ARRIVAL
DATE &
TIME

ID NUMBER
TRAINING
HOURS
(DAY)

TRAINING
HOURS
(NIGHT)

TOTAL RECORDED
EXPERIENTAL
TRAINING

Annex 16 Record of Experiential Training

VESSEL NAME AND
MARKING

<9M
OR
≥9M

NATURE OF
VOYAGE

I, the applicant, declare that the experiential training
recorded above is a true reflection of the time spent in
training to be a skipper of a small vessel, as described in
the SAMSA Policy.

CERTIFICATED SKIPPER
CoC NUMBER, NAME AND
SURNAME

DATE

I, the skipper, declare
that the named trainee
was onboard the vessel
and was under my
tuition during the stated
voyage.
SIGNATURE

TRAINEE NAME and SIGNATURE

ANNEX 16a
RECORD OF SURF LAUNCHES UNDERTAKEN DURING TRAINING
(See Small Vessel Policy regarding compliance.)
APPLICANT
NAME &
SURNAME
No

SURF LAUNCH
DATE AND
TIME

ID NUMBER

TYPE OF
VESSEL

SURF
CONDITIONS &
LOCATION

OBSERVING
SKIPPER
NAME AND
SURNAME

OBSERVING
SKIPPER
COC
NUMBER

OBSERVING
SKIPPER
TELEPHONE No

OBSERVING SKIPPER
FULL ADDRESS

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
I, the applicant, declare that the surf launches recorded above are a true reflection of the time
spent in training towards the issue of a Surf Launch endorsement and that I feel that I am
competent to safely undertake this method of launching a vessel.

Annex 16a Record of Surf Launch Training

DATE

TRAINEE NAME and SIGNATURE

I, the
observing
skipper, declare that
the named applicant
successfully launched
the vessel through
the surf, from an
approved
launch
sight, and safely
returned to the beach
during high energy
surf conditions.
SIGNATURE
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DOCTOR’S CERTIFICATE ON PRESCRIBED FORM
Candidates applying for a National Small Vessel Certificate of Competency are required to show that they are of
sound mental health and are physically fit. Candidates, that require certificates of competency for under 9 metre
vessels, may demonstrate their fitness by having this form completed by any doctor who is a member of the South
African Medical Association.

Particulars of Candidate
Surname:

First Names:

ID Number:
(Positive ID to be produced)

Address:

1.

Eyesight Test

The eyesight test shall comprise a letter test and the “Ishihara” card test for colour-blindness.
The tests can be conducted by any Doctor or Optometrist.
The letter test
Shall be conducted on Snellen’s principle by means of sheets which will contain 6 lines, the 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th lines
corresponding to standards 6/24, 6/18, 6/12 and 6/9 respectively, and the candidate will be required to read correctly
down to and including line 6, with either or both eyes, with or without aids to vision.
TEST
RESULT

PASS

FAIL

COMMENT

DOCTOR OR OPTOMETRIST
SIGNATURE:

The “Ishihara” card test
Is the test that is specified in the booklet entitled; “The Series of Plates designed as Tests for Colour-Blindness by
Doctor Shinobu Ishihara”. [Plates 1, 11, 15, 22, AND 23]
NOTE: An examination candidate who is colour blind shall be limited to Day Skipper Certification. No aids to vision to
correct colour-blindness deficiencies are permitted.
TEST
RESULT

PASS

FAIL

COMMENT

DOCTOR OR OPTOMETRIST
SIGNATURE:

I, the undersigned medical practitioner, have positively identified and examined the candidate and
find as follows:
Particulars of Doctor or Optometrist that has conducted the above tests.
Name (Printed):
Date of Examination: (Certificate valid for one year)
Signature:
Address of Practice:
Contact telephone Numbers:(w)
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2.

Medical Certificates

In terms of Regulation 17 of the National Small Vessel Safety Regulations, no person may
operate a vessel if he or she is not physically able to do so and not of sound
mental health.
I, the undersigned medical practitioner, have positively identified and examined the
candidate and find as follows:
NATURE OF FITNESS LEVEL
(* Delete the fitness level that is not applicable.)

Signature of Doctor
(where applicable)

1.
The candidate has no condition or disability which may affect his or her
ability to operate a small vessel; or *
2.
The candidate may only operate a small vessel during daylight hours
or on short excursions only; or *
3.
Any other limitation or comment. *

Particulars of Doctor that has conducted the above tests.
Name and Surname:
Date of Examination: (Certificate valid for one year)

Signature:

Contact telephone Numbers:
(w)
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Address of Practice:

